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THE 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


70 His Moſt Excellent Maje= 
ſty, William III. King of 
Great Britain, France and 

Ireland, Defender of tbe 
Faith, &c. And to the Lords 
8 Spiritual and T emporal aſſem- 

bled in Parliament, with the 


Honourable Houſe 9 Com- 


Mon,. 
Dread Soveraign, and ri * noble Lord s 


and ward emen, 


Would moſt humbly beg wn 
E | to offer (with all due ſubmiſ- 
ion) to your ſerious and pru- 

ent Confideration , the preſent 


tate of Affairs, as to our Trade 
A 2 both 


The Ei Dedicatory. - fl 
both by Sea and Land, with the 


misfortunes we now he under. It 
is not an over- fond Opinion of my 
own weak Abilities that has indu 
ced me to think them worthy of 
your notice; much leſs that they 
are capable of adding any Luſtre 
to your tranſcendent Perfe&ions : 
For, tis certain, that ſmall Springs 
make no ſenſible addition to the 
Stock of the Boundleſs Ocean ; 
although the Current of all their 
Stheam: naturally runs into it. e 
Therefore, if an unfeigned Love tl 
to my Native Country inclines || 
me to the ſame Center, it will not || 44 
(TI hope) be taken for a vain-glori- n 
ous Preſumption, but the eflect of | p- 
an ardent cal todiſcharge the du- a 
ty of a moſt Loyal Subject, that! | 
have aſſum d to my ſelf 0 muck |f 
Honour as to dedicate this little || ;; 
Tratt to no meaner Perſon, than, || 4 
the Greateſi King th that evtr foray To 
5 thc 
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The Epiſtle Pedicator). 
the Engliſh Scepter ; a Prince 


he more tranſcendently eminent for 
It piety, Knowledge, Valour, Con- 


duct and Honourable Succeſs, than 
any Monarch that ever wore a 
Crown : As alſo, to the two moſt 
auguſt Councils that ever were aſ- 
| fembled in the World, to tranſact 
Matters of the higheſt Importance : 
perſons that are Wife, Great, and 
Vertuous; a Body of Men fo 
powerful and prudent , that the 
Eyes of Europe are ſtedfaſtly fix- 
ed on their Reſolutions ; as if no- 
thing were to be done, but what 
they ſhould approve of : Nay, 
their Ears are now attentively liſt- 

ning, to hear the Wiſdom that 
proceeds from their moſt judicious 
and conſummate Debates. 


* 


Upon that account, having livd 
many Years in this great Crty,(du- 
ring which I have obſerv'd ſeve- 
an rat notable Furns in the State of 
cc Trade) 
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; The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Trade) and perceiving it juſt rea- 


dy, as it were, to expire, if not 
13 revived by ſome ſin- 
gular Expedient; I thought it 
my Duty to put your Honours in 
Mind, That you the great Phyſici- 


ans for all the Maladies of our di- 


ſtemper'd State, may timely con- 
ſult by what means it may be ef- 
fectually reſtored , even in this 
laſt Extremity, to its former health- 


ful Conſtitution. 


Here I moſt humbly proftrate 


my ſelf at your Honour's Feet, 


and offer a few Antidotes which 
-tho' prepar'd in obſcurity, yet if 
mix d with your Soveraign Cordi- 


als, and applied, according to your 


diſcreet Orders, will work as pow- | 


erfully for our good, as the late 
Revolution of the Government has 
done. Then this dull Seaſon of 
Trade will toon clear up, renew- 
ing it ſelf like the Eagle; and ap- 
pearing 


Tube E piſtle Dedicatory. 
pearing as a glorious Bridegroom 
dy trimm'd; and then that no- 
ble Branch of it in particular, will 
ſpead its healing Leaves, to reme- 
dy all our juſt Complaints. 


Nom the Great God Jehovah eu- 
rich your noble Souls with Di- 
vine Inſpiration, and infuſe in- 
to your Minds that Wiſdom 
which comes from above: And 
let all your Actions be Crown'd 
with Honour and good Succeſs 


that in the Concluſion of all Jour 


Reſults, we may with Joyful 
Acclamations, triumphantly cry 
out, Long live the King's Moſt 
Sacred Majeſt ; long live the 
Honourable Houſe of Lords; 
long live the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, who have ated to 
the utmoſt of their power to 
make England happy, and let 
„ | all 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
all the People jay, Amen, 
Amen. Which is the moſt 
fervent and conſtant Prayer of 


Your MAJESTY's | 
Moſt humbly Devoted Subject 


in all Dutifull Allegiance : 
AND 
Moſt Noble Lords and Gentlemen 
' Your moft Obliged 
humble Servant. 


Charles Povey. 


THE 


PREFACE 


Worthy Reader, 


cannot ſufficiently lament, when 
I ſeriouſly conſider the true State 


| of fairs, as to thoſe things : 


that fall within the compaſs of my 


preſent Deſign, and of which I Shall 
ive you an exact Account in every 
Nane, to the utmoſt of my weak 


Ability. I heartily wiſh that neither 
the meanneſs of the Style, nor the ob- 


ſecurity of the Author's Perſon, may 
take 0 your prudent and ſerious 
Thoughts, which perhaps are accu- 


ſtomed to @ higher Flight, accafron'd 


by the peruſal of more polite and ela- 
borate Diſcourſes, wherein you may 


meet 


———— 


The Preface. 
meet with ſuch Eloquence and Learn- 
ing, as Is more agreeable to your na- 
tural Diſpoſition. However, let me 
perſwade you to favour me ſo far for a 
I while, as to leave thoſe fragrant 
14 Flowers, that grow in the richeſt Gar- 
dees, and to caſt an Eye upon a mean- 
er Soil, where you may view the Plants 
ef Nature in their genuine Beauty, 
1 without the ſplendor of artificial Im- 
beiliſbments. 3 
Ul It was not my deſign to ſet forth 
4 this ſmall Tract, till the Spring of 
vx another Tear; but being over-perſwa- 
Wi ded to the preſent Publiſhing of it, 1 
ll fear there are many Things not ſo 
well explain'd, as they might have 
been, if I had had a longer ſpace of 
time. But it is to be hopd, the 
Courteous Reader, will generouſly paſs 
by all Imperfections, rather con ſider- 
ing my good Intentions , than mean 
formances. All that I can recom- 
mend in this ſhort Diſcourſe, is plain 
matter 


The Preface. 
matter of Fact, which I know to be the 
real Truth, as well by my own Expe- 
rience. as a kd of Natural Inſtinct. 

I ſhall produce ſeveral Articles that 
are ſo voy of affecting Truths, as for 
a while to draw a vail over your De- 

lights ; but in the concluſion of every 

Article, ou'll find means, that are 
ſefeient h efficacious to remove your 
Fears, and raiſe your Mind above the 

apprehen ſion Fl any ill conſequences : 

For I have ſo good an Opinion of the 

preſent management of Affairs, that I 
would fain perſwade my ſelf, that in 

| the ſpace of a few Tears, we ſhall ſee 
the thick Hogs of our Misfortunes 
diſpell'd like the Morning- dem, and 
clearing up by degrees, Wi at laſt they 
are all chang'd into a glorious Day ; 
which will dart its bright beams into 
the obſcureſt Shades, and bring forth 
a plentiful Crop, after ſo dark and 
gloomy a ſeaſon of bad Times. 

= Tf youll be pleas'd to turn over every 
Page, 


The Preſace. 
Page you may find a ſhort account of 
our preſent Circumſtances : For Ex- 
ample, Would yon be mform'd of the 
general Complaint that not Men 
make © Here is an exait deſcription 
of it. Are you deſirous to knaw the 
fe of our {trading Navigation? Here 
it 1s repreſented in a lively Scene. 
Would you fe earch into our Merchants 
Accounts, and diſcern how their Com- 
merce is carryd on? Here 1 give a 
true relation of its low Condition, and 
how it may be remedied. Are you 
willing to be certify\d, How it is with 
us, as to our Inland and Retale Trade, 
or to have the Caſe of the Poor La- 
bouring-men truly ſtated Here is a 
Proſpect of the low Ebb to which it is 
now reduced, and means propos'd how 
it may be eſſectually reftor'd to its for- 
mer ſplendour. = 
Are you alſo diſpos'd to find out Im- 
ployment for the Poor, and to free Jour 
ſelves from fo Heavy a Burden? By 


the 


The Preface. 
the reading of this little Tract you'll 


be inſtructed, how it may be brought to 
paſs. Have you a mind to walk the 
Streets in ſafety, and never hear of any 
Dyels, or Murd:rs, and yet be diſtin- 
guilh'd from the meaner ſort of People? 
Here are Methods plainly laid down 
for the preventing of thoſe Miſchiefs 
and obtaining ſuch Advantages. Are you 
offenled at the Corruptions and Immo- 
ralities generally practis'd in the acting 
of Stage-Playt, and yet willing to have 
them contins'd, upon condition, they 
were duely reform'd 9 Here are Regu- 
lations that will anſwer your Deſires. 
To Conclude,Would you be really hap- 
py in this lower World, and be exempt- 
ed from the miſeries of it ? Here you'll 
find a faithfall Guide ready to conduct 
you to the full enjoyment of ſolid Plea- 
ſures ; ſo that you may ſpend the reſidue 
of your days in an abſolute freedom 
from the Anxieties and I roubles, that 
render the Lives of moſt Men ſo turbu- 
lent and uncomfortable, The 
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In. The natural and acquired Rights of 


' former Ages, by obferving the. Rule, ir 


lie under, by the Venom of 4 2 and 
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* World. p. 18. 


age 26. line 22. for Shoemekers, - read Abet 
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of Vice; but the main occaſion ([ take it 


Cr). 


T he Preſent State 


MG 
| Great Bri Fain 
With Reſpect to its 


TRADE 


SEA and JANIE 


Propoſals fer the Improverrent of Trade. ana 


Navigation in General, 


l. Here is no Confiderate Perſon 
| that can be Ignorant of the 


great decay of Trade, and yet 
very few are ſenſible of the true Cauſe, of 


ſo great a Misfortune: Some attribute. this 


Detect to a long and tedious War, cthers 
to the decay of Religion, and increaſe 


is the want of ſuch Laws as may rectifie 
theſe numerous Irregularities incident to 
Trade. It would be too tedious to, give 

9 an 


0 2 iy 

an Account of the ill Management of eve- 
ry particular Calling, and of the Laws that 
might be made for the ſupplying of ſuch 
dilmal defects; nevertheleſs tis well worth 
the while to obſerve in general , the 
Times are grown ſo bad, that let a 
Man go where he will, he cither perceives 
or hears of the effects of a dull Trade, or 
of ſome ſad Diſaſter among all ſorts of 
Men. 

Thus if you happen to Converſe with 
any Gentlemen, who are Poſſeſs d of 
large Revenues, they are apt to complain 
of the ſmall Improvement of them; and 
if Recourſe be had to their Tenants, they 
tell you, Money is ſo ſcarce, that they 
cannot diſcharge their Rent: If enquiry 
be made into the Tradeſmen, they toon 
cry out of the General decay of Trade; 
or elſe accuſe one another of Selling 
their Goods at ſo low a Rate, that they 
cannot defray the neceſſary Charges of 
Humane Life. 

Again, if application be made to the 
Merchant, he tells you that Merchandiſing 
IS brought ſo low, that he can improve his 
Caſh in the Publick Funds to much better 
Intereſt, than running Hazards by Sea. 
When you come to the Owners of Veſ- 


ſels, they give you a large Account of many 
Thouſands 


Ve- 
bat 
ich 


rth 


the 
©: 
VES 


or 
of 


ith 
of 
an 
nd 
ey 
ey 
Iry 
on 
fo 5 
ng 
ey 
of 


he 
ns 
us 
ter 
el. 


eſ- 
ny 
ds 


1 
Thouſands of Pounds Ventur'd in their 
Bottoms, to no Advantage, but conſide- 
rable Loſs : If you (ſhould at any time ac- 
coſt the Maſters of Ships, they are ready 
to make a doleful Complaint, that Freight- 
age is now reduc'd to ſo low an Ebb, that 
they know not where to go, to get any 
thing for themſelves or Owners: As for 
the Foremaſt- men, you may hear them 
wiſhing for the increaſe of their Month- 
iy Pay, and at the ſame time, you may 
obſerve the poor Labouring-men bemoan- 


ing themſelves for want of Work, or, 


when they have any, their Wages are fo 
{mall, that they are not in a Capacity to 
Maintain their Charge. 

In ſhort, I could produce many more 
{ad Inſtances ; but the Subject being ſo Me- 
lancholy, and too common in this decli- 
ning Age, I ſhall not inſiſt upon it any 
longer, but proceed tolay down Propoſals, 
which if Enacted into Laws, would ſoon 
change the Scene of Affairs, and turn the 
Mournful Complaints of all Eſtates of Men 
into Joyful Acclamations. | 

But it may be demanded, where is the 
ſource of our chiefeſt Grievances, and by 
what means may they be Redreſſed? I 
Anſwer, That our greateſt Misfortues pro- 


ceed from the Canſes hereafter mentioned. 


B37. Furſt, 


e 

Firſt the moſt ſenſible part lies in the de- 

cay of our Navigation; on the Encourage- 

ment of which, depends our higheſt Hap- 

pineſs, and the neglecting of it will un- 
avoidably occaſion our Ruin. 

But were I to give a true Repreſentati- 
on of the lamentable Circumſtances of our 
Maritime Affairs, I cannot perſuade my 
ſelf, but it would appear a paradox to 
thoſe that are unacquainted with them; 
altho it is a matter of Fact too ſadly expe- 
rienced by many Thouſand Perſons, whoſe 
Livelihoods depend on that Way. For 
it is certain, that the Owners of ſeveral 

 Eaſt-India Ships who uſe to have Twenty 
four Pounds the Tun Freightage, are now 
forc d to be content with Eighteen, and ſo 
propotionably, if not worſe, to all other 
Countries. Fc | 
The main occaſion of this Abatement 
proceeds from the ſad Condition of the 
New-Caſile Trade, which is in a much 
worſe Condition, than I ſhall diſcover; | 
and none can difown but that Trade in 
particular, has the Aſcendant over all our 
Navigation in general; for to my certain | 
knowledge, the Colliery Trade breedsup 
more Mariners, than all our Commerce to 
other Countries, and all wiſe Men will 


grant, That when Owners and Maſters of 
| Ships 


5 
Ships gain by the Nem- Caſtle Trade, then 
and then only, our Commerce to other 


* Nations is in a proſperous State. 

* It would be too Mournful a Theme 
m- to deſcant upon all the Misfortunes of 
. 3 the ſaid Trade; nay, it would ſwell 
i: this Tract far beyond its due bounds, if 
ur || ] were to diſcourſe of the vaſt Summs of 
ny Money that have been disbursd upon that 
to Account, and tell you how many Men 
n; 3 have been reduc'd to the greateſt Extremi- | 

© Ao. 
= Were I to inform You, That thoſe. 
Or. 3] Veſſels which formerly had ſeven or eight 
ral | Shillings for every Chaldron of Coals, are 
7 | now brought to half the Summ: For as 
they us d to gain fifteen or twenty Pounds 
0 3 Aa Voyage, now they often loſe as much, 
er whenall Charges are defray c. 
Or were Jou to hear the ſad Complaints 
nt that many make, or to ſee the great Num- 
he bers of Men, who are Confin'd in Priſon 
ch 3 onthis account, you would ſoon acknow- 
T5 3 ledge all that I have {aid concerning the 
m Ne- Caſtle Trade to be certainly true, and 
ur that much more might be added. How⸗ 
n ever, in regard that what has been alrea- 
Ip dy delivered, is ſufficient to ſatisfy all Ju- 
0 dicious perſons, Iſhall draw the 8 and 
ill jeave the Remedy to the ſerious Conſide- 
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ration of our Auguſt Aſſemblies: But 
ſnould it be demanded, By what means 
our Navigation and Maritime Commerce 
may be reſtor d to its former Grandeur? 
my Anſwer would be this. 
That Laws might be Enacted, for the 
ſettling of an Office with Eleven Ingeni- 
ous and Honeſt Men, well skill'd in theſe 
Affairs, who ſhould have the management 
ot all our Navigation in general, as to 


Merchandizing; I mean, ſuch a Com- 


mand that no Ship or Veſlel whatſoever 
above forty Tuns ſhall trade to any Parts, 
either at home or abroad, without their 
Licence and Conſent, or the major part of 
them, under the penalty of a Hundred 
Pounds. 1.999 FRET 5 

And that the Gentlemen of this Office 


be impowered to fix the Freight and 


Wages of ſuch Veſlels to all Places, as 
they ſhall think fit. For the ſupport of this 
Office, every Maſter of a Ship (hall allow 
one Farthing the Tun, on their arrival at 
any Port; in every one of which reſpe- 
ctive Places Deputies ought conſtantly to 
refide, to receive fuch Summs of Money as 
ſhall become due on that account, and to 
be authoriz d by the ſaid Office, to Act in 
all Reſpects, and to fix a ſet Rate of Freight- 
age and Wages per Tun on all Ships, "4 
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2 
the ſaid Office ſhall direct. And if it ſhould 
be made appear, that any one of the ſaid 
Gentlemen, or Deputies act any Injuſtice 
for Favour or Affection, or out of Malice 
and Revenge, then ſuch to be excluded, 
and ſuffer twelve Months Impriſonment, 
and be made incapable of any Place of 
Truſt for the future. 

Had I time, I could demonſtrate to any 
reaſonable Man the ſingular Advantages 


that might be procur d by ſuch a method, 


or a Law of the like nature, and how far 
it would naturally tend to the Recovery of 
a declining Trade; anſwering at the 
ſame time all Objections that might be 
ſtarted againſt ſo commendable a Settle- 


ment, 


To render the whole matter more intel- 


ligible to the meaneſt Capacity, I ſhall plain- 


ly ſhew how beneficial it would be to the 
Kingdom in general: For as it has been an 
ancient Maxim amongſt us, in our Iſland 
of Great Britain, That the ſafety of our 
Kingdom depends on the ſtrength of our 
Fleet; fo I am fully ſatisfied, That the 
Grandeur and flouriſhing Trade of Ex- 
gland is chiefly promoted by the Improv- 
ment of Navigation. 

And as Money is {aid to be the ſinews 
of War; fo rich Fleets of Merchant-men 
. „ arriving 


(8 ) 
arriving at the PR of any City, may be 


juſtiy reputed the Nerves, or rather the 
main Baſis of Trade. 


Were it not too tedious, I could pro- 


duce numerous Inſtances of the profperous 
Condition of many Nations and King- 


doms that have made themſelves very 


Rich and Potent, by allowing a reaſon- 
able Freightage for all their Merchandizes. 
However, we need not go fo far for Ex- 
amples but obſerve at home what a Thriv- 
ing Condition we of this Land were al- 
ways advanced to, when moſt Men ſtrove 
to improve their Stocks in Trading to Sca, 
and all agreed, to allow one another a rca- 
ſonable Gain: As alſo how many Mer- 
chants,Commanders, Owners of Shipping, 

and othe r Traders then raiſed great Eſtates, 
by the incouraging of Navigation. Nay, 
every individual Perſon found the good 
effects of it to his on private Advantage, 
and no Induſtrious Man could fail of get- 


ting a Competency to ſupply the neceſſities 


of Hu: man Life. 
Not many Years agoe we thought it 


ſtrange to hear of the Ruin of an honeſt 
Mans but now it is mitter Of great Won- 
der, how they ſupport themſelves and 
pay their Debts. I hope none will take it 


il, that Imake it Near in how deplora- 


ble 
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ble a Condition any People muſt needs be, 
who are unanimous in nothing but their 
mutual endeavours to undermine one ano- 
ther, and are altogether unmindful of the 
Publick Good : When they that us d to 
be Adventurers for large Surah with.iraw 
their Caſh, and convert it to the worſt of 
Uſes; which none can be ignorant of, 
chat confider the true nature of the Stock- 
jobbing Trade, and obſerve how they 
keep poor Tradefitien out of their Money ; 
at laſt forcing them to take Tallies or 
ſorticihar elfe as bad, that they have 
bought by the urgent Neceffitics of others, 
for 50 or 60“. per + Cent. A Truth that too 
many can teſtify according to their own 
ſad Experience. 

As for thoſe few that are concern d in 
Maritime Affuits, they endeavour to bring 
Freightage ſo low, Hae the Owners ſhall 
not fake One per Cent. Intereſt; Nay they 
too often looſe five or ſix per Cent. beſl des 
the decay of their Veſſels ; inſomuch that 

many have been glad to difpoſe. of them, 
it for one half of the prime Coſt. If we 
ſt | examine the Proceedings of the Owners, 
2- | it may be eaſity diſcern d. That they go on 
d in tlie direct Road to Ruin, and like the 
it filly Spider, ſpin out a long Web, at the 
a- Expence of their own Bowels: For they 
40 exhort 
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exhort the Maſters to take any thing ra- 
ther than lie by the Walls, telling them 
they muſt go at the ſame Rate as other 
Men do, and rather than fail of a Voyage, 


ſome ſinall matter under. Moreover in 


hopes of retrieving themſelves and the 


Reſt of the Owners, they often make great 


Abatements iu the Tradeſmens Bills; inſo- 
much that I have heard ſeveral complain, 
that they have been forc'd to take leſs 
than their Goods lie them in. 

It would be too long to recite one tenth 
part of the misfortunes incident to Navi- 
gation in general, and more eſpecially the 
Ner- Caſtle Trade in particular; in regard 
that to my knowledg, all the late Proceed- 
ings tend to the abſolute ruin of it, if it 
be not already paſt Recovery. I have been 
frequently ſurpriſed in ſeeing a Fleet of 
one or two hundred Sail arrive in the 
River, and the Maſters ſell their Coals at 
ſo low a Rate, that they have actually loſt 
ten or fifteen Pounds in their Freight. Af- 
terwards, to lick themſelves whole, they 
are forcd to grind the Face of the Poor, 
allowing them but ſix or eight Pence a 
Score, when they us'd to have Two Shil- 
lings or half a Crown for every Score of 
Coals delivered out of the Veſſels. om 
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Rut it is obſervable, That in War- time 
theſe Men have demanded ſo extravagant 
a price for their Coals, that many poor 
People have been ſtarved by that means; 


So that then every one is certainly impoſed 


upon, by being obligd to give a great 
deal more for Coals, than they may be 
afforded for, and yet the Owners would 
be ConfiderableGainers. In peaceableTimes, 
theſe Men Ruin one another in particular, 
and al! our Navigation in general; as! 
{hall make it appear in few Words. 

For to my Knowledge, the beſt Coals 


in the Pool have been fold for 18 5. or 


18 5. and 3 d. per Chaldron this laſt Sum- 
mer, out of which 7 s. and 2 d. is to be de- 
ducted ; vz. 5 s. to the King, 15. 6d. to- 
wards the Rebuilding of St. Pauls, and 
18 d. Metage; beſides the charges of La- 
bourers that deliver them, and the Clear- 
ing at the Cuſtom: houſe, with the Chaldron 
they are oblig d to give Gratis into every 

Score. þ 2 
If it be demanded, what every Chal- 
dron lies them in at Nem-Caſtle, I Anſwer, 
The uſual Price of good Coals at that 
Port is 41. or 41. 4s. a Keel; and every 
{uch Keel generally makes fifteen Chaldron 
in the Pool, which amounts to near 65. 
per Chaldron. Beſides all this, —_— are 
i eve- 


— 


6127 
ſeveral Charges at Nem-Caſtle which come 
to near 15 4. in every Chaldron; fo that 


when the whole is computed, there is not 
left above 3s. per Chaldron Freightage 


for the Owners, for the hazard they run ʒ 


and the great Charges they are at, in Re- 
Pairing cheir Veſſels, paying their Mens 
Wages, and ſupplying themſelves with 
neceflary Proviſions. 


If this be true, as it really is, it plainly. 


appears that they are conſiderable Loſers. 
All that are acquainted with the New- 
Caftlc-Trade will readily grant, That it is 
but reaſonable, they ſhould have fix ſhil- 
lings per Chaldron Freightage in the Sum- 
mer, and nine in the Winter; till this be 
done, all our Trade to Sea will be Ruin'd. 
In a word, the Colliery Trade may well 
be compared to the Helm that Steers the 
Ship; if it be guided right, it preſerves 


the Veſſel from Rocks, and Sands, but if 


managed ill, it makes a Wreck; Or it 1s 
like a Convoy, whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſe- 
cure the whole Fleet committed to their 
Charge. To conclude, if the New-caſtle 
'Trade Flouriſh, all our Traffick to Forei gn 
Parts would be ! in the ſame Condition; 
but if the former continue at ſo low an 
Ebb, the other will"t torn to no Account. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps ſome may objcct, That all theſe 
Arguments are urg d by a Perſon, who has 
many Shares in Shipping, on purpoſe to 
promote his own Intereſt; but I Solemnly 
Proteſt, I never had any, either directly, 
or indirectiy: What I do in this reſpect, 


is deſign d for the publick Benefit, not a 


private Advantage ; not out of hopes to 
be Preferr d, or get a Name: I am ſuffici- 
ently ſenſible what Returns may be 
expected from an ungratetul World, and 
I heartily wiſh I may. not diſoblige any 
Man in ſpeaking the Truth: I ſhall think 
it gain enough, it I can but liveto ſee the 
Glorious Reſurrection of a Dead Trade, 
and refreſh my ſelf with the reſt of my 
Countrymen in, the pleaſant ſtreams of 
Golden Times. 

Having thus diſpatch'd our Sea-Afairs, 
let us now return to Land, to take ano- 
ther view of poor Eg lands Misfortunes; 
a Diſmal Proſpect mates where nothing ; 
can be ſcen, but Dreadful Tragedies, not 
in Shew, but in Reality z not to ; pleaſe the 
Fanſy, but affect the Mind; not to weep 
for Joy. but mourn for Grief; not with 
a deſign "that the next Act may be like to 


this, but with a full Reſolation to change 
the Scene, and to bring in a more pleaſant 


Interlude : Only reficting on our former 
Diſaſters 
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Diſaſters with the ſame temper of Mind, 
as a Mariner uſes to do, when a moſt vio- 
tent Storm is ſuddenly turn'd into a re- 
freſhing Gale, which will ſoon watt him 
over to his Native Soil. 

doubt not but this Tract will fall into 
the hands of many that live in the midſt 
of Plenty, but are ſtrangers to the Griev- 
ances of their Native Country , and are 
not ſenſible of the thick and gloomy 
Cloud hovering over our Heads; which! 
wiſh may be prevented, before it diſcharge 
it ſelf, as a Mighty Flood, when it will be 
too late to put a ſtop to ſo great a Deluge 
x could alſo wiſh I had no occaſion to 
_ undertake fo dangerous a Cure; as to re- 
vive a Trade that is juſt expiring for want 
of a ſpeedy Remedy: Altho our great 
Phyſicians now Aſſembled in Parliament 
may ſoon effectually apply one, and turn 
our Rough and Barren Soil into moſt 
fruitful Plains; where we may Reap as 
plentiful Crops as we uſed to do 1n former 
Fines, when our Trade was augmented 
at home and abroad, by the prudent Con- 
duct of Noble and Wiſe Pilots, who 
Steered the Helm of Publick Affairs with 


a judicious and ſteady Hand. I am often 


mov d to Pity, when I hear my Country- 
men uttering many Complaints, and not 
with- 


7 


ſuchan Union be effectually eſtabliſhed by 
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without a juſt Cauſe ; when I ſee them 
miſerable in War, and languiſhing worſe in 
time of Peace. I need not confine my ſelf to 
treat of the ill management of ſome Trades; 
ſince all are ſo carried on, that a. Man can 
ſcarce diſtinguiſh any difference between 


the beſt and the worſt, in that reſpect: But 


to make good my Aſertion, I ſhall now 
proceed to prove ſeveral matters of Fact. 


On the Eat. India- Trade. 


II. S for the Eaſt-Iudia- Trade there 

ä are Two Companies, vit. The 
Old and New, both Confirm'd by Act of 
Parliament, and carried on by two ſelect 
Communities of Men: Many of theſe to 
my knowledge, are Perſons of great Parts, 
well skill'd in the way of Trade, having 


large Eſtates, and are willing to Increaſe 


their Store. But I know not how to account 
for the Indiſcretion of both Parties, who 


are continually ſtriving to undermine each 


other, by making ſeparate Intereſts, and 


raiſing new Diſputes : when at the ſame 


time moſt of them are Convinced, how 
beneficial it would be to unite, and j joyn 
together in one Publick Stock. 

And indeed, I dare avouch, that unleſs 


al 


| ( 16 J 
an Ac of Parliament, the whole Trade 
will be quite ruin'd, within the ſpace of ar 
a few Years. Therefore tis much to be tr 
wiſh'd, That they were all perſuaded to ne 
agree and unanimouily to reduce this No- |! A 
ble Trade to its former Splendour, never 1 
ſuffering ſo Honourable a Society to be 
diſcrac'd by Stock-Fobbing ;, a Practice, that | mm: 
Inriches Knaves, and beggers F ools. If | 
theſe things were once Compleated, it 
would in ſome Meaſure advance Naviga- 
tion abroad, and promote ſeveral Trades 
at home. 


Ou Merchandizing. 


III. Here are ſeveral Merchants who 
refort to the Royal-Exchanee. 
but feu of them Deal in Gat Way, for 
which it was Deſign d. For I cannot but 
look upon it as a preſage of approaching 
Ruin, when caſting my Eyes on the Nu- 
merous Crowds, I obſerve what an altera- | 
tion there is in their Demeanor and 
Actions, and hear them talk of little elſe | mo 
but of Stocks, Banks and Funds; beſides a | cor 
curious enquiry after State-Afﬀairs both Fo- one 
reign and Domeſtick; Whereas about 20 feri 
Years agoe a Man might have frequented tha 


the Exchange for ſeveral Days together, | te! 
| and | that 
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nor could he have diſcern'd, 
Artifices amongſt the Merchants. 


may be daily diſcover d. 
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refuſes their Offers, 
: 2ccept of them. 


and not have heard a word of hat was 
tranſacted in his Prince's Privy-Council; 

any little 
con- 
triv d on purpoſe to impoſe on one ano- 
ther, which are now often practis'd, and 


The main Deſign of thoſe Gentlemen 
was to encourage Trade by Sea and Land: 

Then Induſtrious Perſons had an Oppor- 
tunity to raiſe themſelves and Families by 
fair Dealing; but now ſeveral gain Eſtates 
14 Dy the Ruin of honeſt Men, and are very 
far from promoting the publick Advantage. 
1 could produce many Inſtances that are 
not ſuitable to the Character that ſome- 
bear; yet I muſt own, that there are ma- 
: wy others who Deal Contiderably, bur at 
e fame time propoſe to low Rates that 
Nen cannot ſubti!t; neverthelels, if one 
another is ready to 


As for the. brag. cf Menon a- 


contrary tO their © own euro | depeinith 
one another of their Dealers, and prot- 
| fering to give a longer {pace for Credit 


O 


than ſuch uſe to have, or elſe they ſell 
their Goods at a lower Rate. Inſomuch, 


that many worthy Merchants have ceas d 


to 


1 
to Trade, and they that are oblig'd to con- 
tinue it for the maintenance of their Fami- 


lies ſolemnly Proteſt, That their Profit is 
very inconſiderable, which obliges them 
to be fo hard in all their Dealings, and to 
ſtoop t to thoſe mean things which a few 


_ Years age, they would never have done. 


It wor 1d be too tedious to rehearſe, how 4 
many Confiderable Merchants that us'd the 
Exchange and were great Encouragers of | 
Corznerce; partly by Loſſes, and partly 
by the decay of Merchandizing, are now | 
reduc'd to the laſt Extremity, and foro d 
to leave their Native Country, or ſuffer | 


worſe ac home: Altho it mult be granted, 
that ſome are induc'd to take this courſe, 
by an inclination to defraud rather than 
Neceſſity. Now I muſt appeal to all that 
read this Book, how few remain, that can 
be repuicd ſuch Tr aders, as there uſe to be 
ſome Years azoe ; indeed it may be ob- 
jected, that great Concerns are ſtill tranſ- 
acted both on Land and Sea; as appears 
from the Entries at the Cuſtom-Honſe , 

which I muſt allow; but when the Jews, 
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and all other Merchant and Factors Of 
Forcizn Nations are excepred, the abate- 


ment will be very confiderable. 
However, to anſwer all Objections that 
can be brought; ſuppoſe, chere were as 
great 
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great a Correſpondence by Sea and Land, 
as there usd to be, and all to be managed 
by our own Merchants (altho the contra- 
ry is evident) I ain neverthelets, fully ſa- 


tisfy'd, that where 201. is now gain'd by 


fair Dzalings, not many Years agoe when 
Trading was in a proſperous State, they 
Clear'd thrice as much. TI never look d 


upon thoſe Men as rich, who drove a great 
Trade, when at the ſame time, I knew their 


Profit was very inconſiderable; but we 
live in an Age, where many Men make a 


mighty reckoning of their large Returns, 


which in a ſhort {pace come to nought. 
Whence an eftimate may be taken of the 
badneſs of the Times, fince Merchandize- 
ing is brought ſo very low, as to occation 
ſuch Diſaſters, eſpecially that part of it, 
which uſes to ſupport the Nation. 

[ heartily defire, that thoſe who are 
our Repreſentatives, may eſpouſe this 
Cauſe, and not ſuffer the main Pillars of 
this our Trading City to be undermin'd 
for want of timely relief. If it were to 
be demanded of me, by what means 
theſe Grievances can be redreſs d? I An- 
ſwer, An Act may be made for {uppret- 


ſing that pernicious Trade of Stock- jobb- 


ing the Funds of any Company whatſo- 
ever, or buying and ſelling any T allies, 
G2 Bis, 
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of all our Merchandizing, 
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Bills, or Tickets, or any thing elſe, that 
ought to pals for Specre, for more or leſs 
than deſignd by Act of Parliament; un- 
der Penalty of forfeiting the whole, and 
to be confin d in Priſon for the ſpace of 
ſix Months. If this were done, or ſome- 
thing elſe of the like nature, I cannot per- 
ſuade my ſelf, but the greateſt part 
of that Money which 1s now converted 
to ſo bad a uſe, would be imploy'd in 
Trade, which every Impartial Man muſt 
allow would be a mighty advancement to 
It. | 

It it were requir d of me, What ought fur- 
ther to be done? I reply, A ſelect Number 
of judicious Men may be appointed by Act of 
Parliament, to inſpect into the Grievances 


them as they may think moſt convenient. 
For the ſupport of theſe Gentlemen, every 
Merchant ought to allow proportionably 
to his Dealings, fo as none to exceed 36. 


a Quarter, nor any come under 15. and 
all ſuch Perſons to enter their Names, 


with the places of their Abode, at ſome 
convenient Office erected for that purpoſe 
near the Royal-Exchange. The ſame thing 
to be done in every Port or City that 1s 


noted for Trade, or frequented by Mer- 


chants; for I am Diſcourſing of de 
| An 
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And if any of thoſe who are Appointed 
for theſe great Works, ſhould betray the 
Truſt reposd in them, that 1s to ſay, Act 
contrary to Law, in the favouring ſome, 
and impoſing on others, they ſhould be 
Find 1000 J. and banifhd their Native 
Conntry ; for the want of ſuch a Law 15 
apparently prejudicial to England. 

If it were farther Ede That who— 


ſocver dealing in Merchandizes reruſes to 
enter his Name and place of Abode, or 
: delays the paying what is allotted to him 
into the Office, after 20 Days; 


or Trade : 


: contrary to the Rules of the Commiſ- 


Fi firmly believe, 
would ſoon find the good Effects of it: 


| flouriſh in their former ſplendor, 


ſioners ſoOrdain'd, ſhould be deprived of 
the liberty of following any whole-ſale 
Trade for the future; and the Qualificati- 
ons of Whole: ſale Dealers may be expreſs d 
in the ſaid Act. 


It this, or any other Law of the like 
Nature were made, and put in execution, 
according to its true intent and meaning, 
that all our Merchants 


Then we may ſee our Merchants Affairs 
and 
need not doubt but our Trade will be rais d 
to the higheſt degree, both at Home and 
Abroad. 

G3 
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Some few Remarks on our Inland Retail 
Trade, 


IV. F am now come to a part that con- 

i cerns us all, but cannot think of 
words to exprels my felt: What a Deluge 
of Tears could I pour out before my 


Mind can be refrcſhed, and my trembling 


Hand reſtor'd to Write a perfect Deſcripti- 
on of Euglaud's Groans! It cannot be done 
by any Pen that is guided by a publick 
Spirit, which is altogether uncapable of 
reviving till it finds Relief, and perceives 
the Cauſe removed. Therefore it may 
well be ſuppoſed, that the misfortunes 
here ſpecified are not a tenth part of thoſe 
we he under. And indeed, I can much 
better negatively ſhew the Advantages we 
are deprived of, than inſiſt too long on 
the Miſery we ſuffer. 

Firſt then, We want the practical part ; 
that is to ſay, a full Refolntion to joyn with 
one conſent, to make ſuch Laws and Gold- 
en Rules, as may remove our Fears, and 
encreaſe our Hopes. Secondly, we want 
Men of Publick and Noble Minds, to be as 
a Van-guard in the beginning fo Glorious 
a Deſlign: For with their Aſſiſtance we 
need not fear, but our Royal Army of 


313. 
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513. would ſoon engage in fo fine a Com- 
bat, and actually Relieve ſuch as repoſe all 
their truſt in their prudent Conduct. 

Thirdly, Men of healing Tempers are 
much wanting, who are well vers d in the 
main Points of Religion, and fit to make 
up thoſe Breaches that have hapned about 
Forms and indifferent Ceremonies. 
Fourthly, We have great occation for a So- 
ciety of Men that would leave the Sha- 
dows to embrace the Subſtance, and be 
of ſuch a temper of Mind one with ano- 
ther, as would become all. Fifthly, There 
is the want of Truth and Faithfulneſs in 
all our Dealings between Man and Man. 
Sixthly and Laſtly, We want a quick Trade, 
and many other tranſcendent Bleſſings to 
make us completely Happy. | 

But to return,and give a faint Idea of our 
Miſcarriages relating to the Inland Trade: 
Were I to go from Houſe to Houſe, and 
Shop to Shop, to viſit every individual 
Tradeſman; and they were obliged to ſpeak 
the truth, as to this one ſingle Queſtion, 
Whether for theſe feveral years Jaſt paſt, 
they have gain'd fo much by their im- 
ployment, as to defray the neceſſary Char- 
ges of Lite? I much fear that ten to one 
would anſwer in the Negative: And if it 


were not for impairing their Credit, 
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G) 
I ſhould hear many add, That inſtead of 
ſo doing, they arc in a much worſe con- 
dition. 

Io be more plain, and come to particu- 
lars, I hcar a general complaint in City 
and Con: ntry amongſt all ſorts of Dealers, 
25 well thoſe that drive a great Trade as 
thoſe that have little: As for the former, 
they com: plain that they Trade chietly upon 
Truſt, and when they receive their Money, 
their Profit is very inconſiderable: And 
when they meet with thoſe chat deal for 
ready Specie, they grind them ſo low, that 
a very ſmall advance is to be made that way; 
and the main reaſon they give why they 
fell their Goods at fo low a rate, is, that if 
they refuſe ſo to do, others are ready to 
accept of what is offercd. 

However, I am certainly aſſur d, that 
there is ſuch a pernicious Principle rivetted 
in the minds of moſt Men, that they can- 
aot be perſuaded to unite together with 
this one Reſolve, to Live by what they 
Sell, but are ready to undervalue one ano- 
ther's Trade: Inſomuch that among Men, 
who have great Dealings in the World, 
very few get Eſtates; but are glad to 
keep Buckle and Thong together. Nay, 
Jam afraid, that many of them, if their 

ccounts were to be laid open to a e 
View, 
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View, would be found worſe than no- 
thing; for how many Inſtances have we 
had of confiderable Dealers, who, 1n all- 
all outward appearance were never given 
to any Extravagancy ; but to our certain 
knowledge have carry'd on a great Trade 
tor many years laſt paſt, (as appears by their 
Books) and not ſuſtained many Loſſes; 
nevertheleſs at their Dcaths, have left 
their Families in a mean Condition? Again, 
others that have made large Adventures 
in the way of Trade, and whom we have 
had good reaſon to believe to be Honeſt 
Men; upon account of their delivering all 


they had into the hands of their Creditors, 


have been forc'd to ſpend the remainder 
of their days in extreme Penury. 

Had I time, I could produce many fad 
Examples of the like Nature, belides great 
numbers that have Fail'd by Loſſes, and 
others by Idle Expences and a deſign to 
Cheat, and yet theſe Men had all good 
Trades. Thus we plainly ſee, that moſt 
Trades are reduc'd to little or no Profit, 
and if ſo grievous a Malady be not ſpeedi- 
ly remedied, I know not what will become 
of us in a ſhort time. To conclude this 
Article, if it be ſo, that moſt Men who 
drive a great Trade can ſcarce maintain an 


even ballance, what muſt become of _ 
| 1222 that 


6 


tliat have little or none? My Heart as it 
were bleeds within me, when I hear and 
{ee ſuch Men, eſpecially thoſe that ſtrive 
with unwearicd diligence, to get an ho- 
neſt Livelihood, and are blaſted by the 
decay of Trade. 


* dir a 
* 8 
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On Hane Trades. 


V. Any poor wanting Tradeſemen | 

have laid out molt of their g 
Stocks in Materials to ſet themſelves to 
Work, and when they have gon to diſ- f 
poſe of it in hopes of Gain, to my cer- 
tain knowledge, they could not diſpoſe of 
it for what the Materials coſt them before 
they began their Work. 

Men are grown ſo Cruel one to another, 
as to require the Labour of the Poor for 
nothing, as many Handicrafts-men can te- 
ſtify by their own ſad Experience; eſpeci- 
ally Weavers and Shoemakers, who for- : 
merly us d to gain 20 and 30 s. a Week, | 
by their honeſt Day-labours: Nay, moſt 
Handicraft Trades are reducd to the 
{ame Extremity. And as for the poor 
Day-labouring Men, their Condition is 
much the ſame with the former; for ma- 
ny who in my remembrance were wont so 


maintain their Families very decently, can 
now 


THI... 

now ſcarce find them Bread, or where- 

withal to cover their Nakedneſs. I could 
mention many that uſe to get 15 or 18 6. 

a Weck, but are now glad of 7 5s. in the 


Summer, and 3 or 4 5. in the Winter, and 
too often fail of that. 


The great Frand that attends ſome Trades. 


VI. A Nother great! Misfortune we lie un- 
der in the way of Trade, is, that 
there are many who ſell their Goods cheap- 
er than they coſt, when all neceſſary Char- 
ges are defray'd, and yet they live much 
better than others : Nay, ſeveral get large 


Eſtates, more eſpecially in the Coal-Trade, 


as it is commonly manag d by the Coal- 


Merchants here in London. 
I ſhall be very brief in this particular, 


fince I have lately publiſhed a Tract call d, 
A Diſcovery of 22 Practices in the Coal- 


Trade, w dich none of them have thought 
fit to Anſwer: Nay, they are ſo far from 
it, that the moſt diſcreet and honeſteſt of 
them have commended me for ſo doing, 
and wiſh it were put in practice, to take 
a living price, and give N Man Bis 

full Meafure of Coals. 
J ſolemnly declare, I do not treat of 
wis Article, out of a principle of Re- 
venge, 
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verge or a deſign to advance my own pri- 
vate Intereſt, but with a hearty deſire that 
the Coal-Trade may be regulated and re- 
ſtor d to its former Charter, as well as 
Credit: Not many Years ago, it was one 
of the fineſt Trades that belong d to this 
great and glorious City; inſomuch that all 
who were concern d therein, had a favour- 
able opportunity to raiſe their Fortunes, by 
giving every Man his due. Then they 


unanimouſly agreed, that all ſhould have 


a reaſonable Profit, and did not ſtrive to 
undermine one another, but were willing 
to advance their Trade, and maintain the 
Character of fair Dealers. But now they 
have ſtrangely ſwerv'd from that golden 
Rule, and are led away by their own ca- 
pricious Humours, ſtriving to over-reach 
and devour one another. 

Their firſt over-ſight was a greedy hu- 


mour in coveting their Neighbour's Trade; 


ſo that rather than fail, they offer d to di- 
ſpoſe of their Goods at a lower Rate; ho- 
ping by that means to compaſs their un- 
juſt Deſigns. And when they had brought 
the price ſo low that their profit would 
not maintain them in their former stati- 
on, they tried another Experiment to 
make up their loſs; which was, to give 


ſhort Meaſure, till at laſt they came up to 
5 that 
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that height of Injuſtice, as to make 23, 
24, or 25 Chaldrons out of a Score; as 
plainly appears by moſt of their practices: 
For at Alderman Lewin's Glaſs-houſe at 
Ratclif-Croſs, they deliver d no more than 
80 Chaldron of Coals for 100. | 

Theſe, with many other unjuſt dealings 
of the like nature, induc'd the King and 
Parliament to deprive them of their an- 
_ cient Charter, which ſo diſpers'd moſt of 
them, that the Lighter-men found means 
to bereave them of the greateſt part of that 
conſiderable Trade, which now the latter 
are poſſeſſed of, and have rais'd themſelves 
to ſo large a Body, as to be Incorporated 
into a Company, by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment. However, moſt of theſe Coal-deal- 
ers ſtill continue to give ſhort Meaſure; as 
will plainly appear to the meaneſt Capa- 
city, if the true remainder, on the foot of 
the Account be duely confider'd. 

When Coals are at 235. a Chaldron in 
the Pool, theſe Men undertake to deliver 
them for 26. and ſo let them be what 
price they will, they Il convey them into 
your Houſes for 3 g. per Chaldron, beſides. 
the prime coſt: Whereas, at the ſame 
time, they themſelves, and every reaſon- 
able Man, muſt grant, That they are at 
4 5. EXPence. 

AS 
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As ior inſtance, they give 9 d. Lighte- 
ridge, 6 d. to the Porters that Load chem 
intothe Carts, 8d. Mectridge 2 5. Or 2 5.6 d. 
to the Teems: and if they have Carts of 
their own, they cannot be at leſs Ex- 
Pence. 

Thus conſidering the great Charge they 
are at in keeping Cattel, with their often 
being out of Work, and the only advan- 
tage they have 1s 1 Chaldron of Coals in 
a Score, which makes up their 3 5. four; 
theſe Gentlemen to my certain knowledge) 
loſe Money by every Chaldron of Coal 
they diſpoſe of, if they give every one 
their full due; which ought to be 36 
Bulhels of standard Seal-meaſure. 

Hence it plainly appears, That nothing 
remains for the payment of their Rent, and 
Clerks Salaries, and maintaining their Fa- 
milies ; beſides the many Misfortunes that 


attend them, in contracting bad Debts, 


loſs of Horſes, and publick and private 
Expences, which cannot be leſs than 2 or 
3col. a Year. However, many of theſe 
Men peremptorily affirm, That they give 
all their full due: But if they could make 


good their Aſſertion, it would certainly 


be as great a Miracle, as ever was work d 
ſince the Creation of the World. 


Thus the Inhabitants of this City Ay 
Sub- 
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Suburbs notoriouſly impos d are upon in 


this, and many other Trades, with re- 
ſpect to their Weight and Meaſure; which 
Abuſe proceeds from the want of good 
Laws, and honeſt Men to 1 them in exe- 
cution. 

Indeed, it muſt be ownd, dan are 


Laws againſt ſuch ill Practices, but they 


are not ſo ſtrict as to anſwer the Ends for 
which they were Enacted : For, to my 
certain knowledge, there are Perſons of 
Note, who give ſeveral 100 J. for their 
Places, and are allow'd very conſiderable 
Salaries to take care that the Penalties of . 
ſuch Laws be duely inflicted upon Offen- 
ders; nevertheleſs, (if Authority requir'd 
it) I could prove, That theſe Men con- 
nive at the greateſt Villanies that can be 
committed in the way of Trade. 

I could alſo make it plainly appear, 
That if any of theſe fraudulent Dealers 
give theſe Officers 10, or 205. a Year; they 
may Cheat in their Weights and Meaſures, 
and never be called in Queſton for ſo do- 
ing; and this Gratuity is commonly call'd 
Winking- money; ſo that the World is 
now come to that ſad paſs, that an Honeſt 


Man cannot Live; for if he gives to every 


one his due, he gains nothing; and if he 
does not diſpoſe of his Goods at the ſame 
Rate 


1 
Rate as others do, he ſhall have no Trade. 
Laſtly, Another great Abuſe is alſo 
more eſpecially remarkable, that is to ſay, 
if a Man perceives himſelf to be wronged 
in this reſpect, and defires one of theſe 
Officers to take cognilance, whether he 
he has Juſtice done him, they immediate- 
ly diſpatch a private Letter to the Coal- 
dealers their Correſpondents, that they 
may give good Meaſure for that time, and 
acquaint them with theBuyers Complaints, 
This I can. avouch to be the true ſtate of 


the Matter that falls under our preſent 


Conſideration. 


Propoſals Humbiy Offered for the Remetly- 
ing all the Misfortunes Incident to Trade. 


VIEW XK 7Erc it to be demanded of me 
V by what means our Inland 

Retale*trade might be reſtor d to its former 
Splendor ? I ſhould propoſe the following 
Expedients: To that purpole, let an Act 
of Parliament be made for the Redreſſing 
of all Wrongs, and Abuſes, and ill manage- 
ment of every particular Trade, Calling, 


and Employment whatſoever, throughout 


the whole Kingdom of England, accord- 


ing to the method hercafter ſpecified. In 


ſuch an Act it might be Ordain d, that a 
Select 
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Select Number of Wiſe and Good Men, 
well skilFd in Trade be appointed in every 
City, or Trading Town, and be Authori- 
zed to Act as they ſhall think con: venient, 
in all things that have any Relation to 
Retale or Handicraft Trades: They 


ought alſo to have Power to ſet a value 


on Day-Labour, with every thing elſe that 


relates to one Man's dealing with another; 


but not to concern themſclves with Mur- 


ders, Robberies, Thefts, or Diſputes chat 
may happen in many other Caſes: So as 


all things of that nature may run in 
the ſame Channel of Juſtice as formerly: 

For my intention is not that theſe Perſons 
be Juſtices of the Peace, or Learned in 
the Law, in regard that ſuch a Project 


would ſtrangely : alter the preſent ſtate of 


Affairs. But where any Man is injured 


they ſhould take care that the Offenders be 


ſeverely puniſhed bY due courie of Law, 
| and that none eſcape; as too many oſten 


do, notwithſtanding their Notorious In- 
jultice i in the way of Trade. 


To explain my {elf farther, ſnall leave 
off treating in general Terms, how theſe 
Affairs ought to be maneged in every City, 
and Town Corporate all Exglamd over, and 
content my {elf only to ſhe how ſuch an 
efficacious Law may be put in Execution 

31955 within 
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within the Bills of Mortality: And if this 
be approv'd of, the ſame Method may be 
obſerved in all other places that ſhall be 
thought Convenient. 

l. That 29 Men be choſen to manage 
this Undertaking, within the Bills of Mor- 
tality. 

II. That they be well Affected to the 
preſent Government, and Qualified for fo 
Noble a Work ; ſuch as have Traded for 
many years, and Signaliz'd themſelves by 
their great Parts and Probity ; well skill'd 
in moſt, or all Trading Concerns ; 
quainted with the value of poor Mens La- 
bour: To conclude, ſuch as are known to 
be juſt in all their Dealings: z and no Per- 
ſons of a different Character ought to ,be 
admitted into this Community. 

III. 
left to the Divines of the Church of Eu- 
gland, ſuch as have Benefices worth 100/. 
per Annum within the ſaid Bills of Morta- 
lity, and when any Election 1s to be made, 


theſe Divines ſhall conſult with the chief 


Traders in their reſpective Pariſhes, what 
Men within every Pariſh they take to be 
Qualified for ſuch a weighty Concern : 
After ſeveral have been preſented, the Mi- 
niſter is to Chooſe one, whom he ſhall 


think fir: and Return his Name to the Ge- 
neral 


and ac- 


That the Choice of theſe Men be | 
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neral Aſſembly of Divines when they Meet 
upon this Occaſion: Then the above-men- 
tioned number of able Perlons may be E- 
lected, according to the Majority of Votes, 
out of the Liſt of Names ſo given in, and 
made Members of this Royal Communi- 
ty; for 1oT would have them called. This 
cannot be any great Trouble to the Di- 
vines, who are the Electors, in regard 
that when the whole Society is once Eſta- 
blithed, a vacancy may not happen in ſome 
conſiderable time. 

IV. That there be five large Rooms, or 
Halls, taken for their Reception, and made 
convenient for the diſpatch of ſuch Buſi- 


| neſs as may be laid before them: One of 


theſe Offices may be erected in theHeart of 
the City, under the name of the General 
Office for the Enconragement of Trade, where 


all the Members ſhall! meet twice every 


Weck,v:z, Mundays and Ihurſdayc, at Eight 


of the Clock in the Morning, and continue 
as long as there may be Occaſion, for the 


tranſacting of Affairs that cannot be mana- 
ged in the Inferioar Gliices. 
V. The ſecond Office to be at St. Giles 's 


Cripple gate, or thereabouts, and this to 


be called the Crown-Office for the Increaſe 
of Trade; where feven Members of the 


Royal Community are to Meet on Tyeſdays, 
#2 WW edueſ El ays, 
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Wedneſdays , Fridays and Saturdays, at 
a Clock in the Morning, till 1 in the 


Afternoon. 
VI. A Third Office to be erected at St. 


Martins in the Fields, and known by the 
Name of The Soveraign Office, for promo- 
ting of Trade; where 7 other Members of 
the {aid Community ſhall meet on the 
ſame Days and Hours, for the diſcharge 
of the Truſt repos d in them. 

VII The 4th Office to be ſettled in, or 
near the Borough of Southwark, and call d, 


The Prince's Office, for the Advancement of | 
Trade; where 7 Members ſhall alſo meet 


on the Days and Hours above-mention'd 
upon the like Occaſions. 

VIII. The 5th. Office, to be near M hite- 
Chappel-Church, and to go by the Name of 
The Duke's Office, for the good management 
of Trade; where 7 Members may likewiſe 
meet at the fame Days and Hours, for the 
remedying of Abuſes incident to Trade. 

IX. A ſufficient Fund for the maintain- 
ing this Royal Community, with the Rent 
of their Offices, Clerks, Servants, Books, 
and all other Charges, may be rais'd as fol- 
lows, ig. every Shop-keeper, who Rents 
a Houle or Shop, of above 10 J. a Year, 
or upwards, ſhall pay 1 5. a Quarter, and 
every one thatRents a Houle or Shop un- 

der 
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der 10. per Annum, (hall pay 6d. a Quar- 
ter; every Handicrafts Trades-man that 
Works, or follows any Imployment, ex- 
cept Labouring, ſhall likewiſe pay 3 &. a 
Quarter; but all Day-labouring Men ſhall 
be exempted from all manner of Charge. 

All ſuch Summs of Money as they 


become due, {hall be paid into the General 
Office within 10Days after every Quarter- 
Day, on the foriciture of 5 s. upon every 
| ſuch Default. 
craft Tradeſinen, and others of any Im- 
F ployment whatſoever, ſhall be oblig d to 
enter their Names, and places of Abode at 
the General Office, under the Penalty of 
torfeiting 51. 
preſume to Buy or Sell for more or leſs, 
or act contrary to the Rules and Orders of 
the General Office, he ſhall forfeit 10 J. 
for every Offence, or ſuffer 3 Months Im- 


All Shop-keepers, Handi- 


If any Perſon whatſoever 


priſonment; and ſuch forfeitures to be ap- 
ply'd to the Relief of the Poor, mainte- 
nance of Hoſpitals of Induſtry hereafter 


deſcribed, or other Charitable Uſes of 
the like Nature. 


Moreover, if any Members of this Roy- 
al Community, take any Bribe to raiſe or 
avate the Price of any Goods; or act for 
favour or affection, in any reſpect what- 
ſocver ; every one of them convicted of 

D 3 ſuch 
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ſuch Miſdemeanours, ſhall forfeit $co /. 
and ſuffer 12 Months Impriſonment ; and 
the Money ſnall be appropriated to the a- 
foreſaid Uſes. Laſtly, that if any Clerk, 
cr other Domeſtick Servant, receive Mo- 
ney for Writing , Speaking, or upon any 


other account, cither directly, or indi- 


oth he ſhall forfeit 100 J. and ſuffer 
6 Months Imprifonment: And every one 
of theſe Servants ſhall give 2001. Se- 
curity to the Commiſſioners, when he 
enters into the Service of any of theſe 
Offices. 


made to oblige all Perſons to the lincere 
performance of their reſpective Duties: 


But now 1t may be demanded, Wherein | 
this Royal Community muſt imploy them- 
telvcs, and after what manner? in regard, 

it ſeems impoſſible to regulate every par- | 
d Trade and Calling. I Anſwer, This] 
Community may be Imployed ſeveral Ways 
to excellent Purpoſes, as I ſhall make it] 
appear beyond all contradiction, and he.] 
what a great Advantage it would be to all 


Trading 7 People in general. 


. Th hey may take care that no Man ot 


any Trade or Calling whaticever, run into 


inch Extravagances, as to demand unrea- 


ſonable 


Many other Rules and Orders might be 


w 
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ſonable Prizes, that may oppreſs the Poor, 
or injure any other Perſon; nor to Sell 
his Goods at ſo low a Rate, as to Ruin 
himſelf, and thoſe of the ſame Profeſſion ; 
which is now too often practis d: For molt 
Men are ſo fond of a great Trade, as to 


| diſpoſe of what they Deal in, for little 


or no profit; concluding, That if they 
can ingroſs all the Trade of the Pariſh or 
Street where they live, it will be ſufficient 
to maintain them, tho' their Gain may be 


but ſmall. If theſe Men are admoniſh d, at 
any time of the ill conſequence of ſo do- 


ing, and that their Neighbour's Trade is 
reduc d to little or nothing by ſuch indi- 
rect Practices; they commonly reply, 
That every one ought to have reſpect to 
his own advantage: Not conſidering, 
that the reſt of the Trade muſt and will 
Sell at the ſame Price as they now do; 
and then their Dealings will be no greater 
than before, nay, not ſo conſiderable : 
For when their Cuſtomers once perceive, 
they Sell no cheaper than others, they'll 
refuſe to deal with them any longer, by 
reaſon that their expectations are fruſtrated; 
tor they concluded, that let others diſpoſe 
of their Commodities at never ſo low a 


Rate, theſe Men would ſtill under-ſell 


D 4 them. 


= 
them. Hence it is evident, that moſt 
Trades and Imployments are reduc'd to a 
mean Condition, for the want of ſuch a 
Society of Men to prevent theſe grand 
Abuſes. | | 

II. This Royal Community, may in- 
ſpect matters ſo far, that no Fraud or De- 
ceit be usd in the way of Trade; as the 
Selling of one Commodity for another, 
or affirming it to be good and free 
from all defects, when tis really quite o- 
therwiſe; which is a grand Abuſe, and a 
Scandal to Trade. And indeed, ſo long 
as this is practis d, no Buyers can be ſafe, 
eſpecially thoſe that are unskill'd in the 
Commodities they have occaſion for; 
which may be the caſe of many a judicious 
Man, ſince no fingle Perſon can be ſup- 


pos d to underſtand all Matters in the way 


of Dealing; but by ſuch a Community, 


all, or the greater part of thoſe Deceits 


might be diſcover d, and prevented. 

III. Theſe Gentlemen may uſe effectual 
means, that all Perſons receive their full 
Weight and Meaſure, as by Law appoint- 


ed. Indeed, it muſt be own'd, many are 


already imploy d for that purpoſe ; but I 
am aſhamd to ſpeak, how ill it is ma- 
naged. When I tonfider what private 

= Cor- 


R 
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Correſpondence there is between thoſe Of- 
ficers and ſome Tradeſmen that live by 
Fraud, I ſtand amaz d that ſuch Abuſes 
are tolerated in a Chriſtian Common- 
wealth; for theſe Officers make no ſcruple, 
to give notice to thoſe that are in Fee 
with them, when they themſelves or a 
Jury is to come to try their Weights and 


Meaſures : So that by this means many un- 


fair Dealers eſcape undiſcover d; Nay, 
to my certain knowledge, theſe profligate 
Wretches will perſecute an honeſt Man tor 
giving Weight and meaſure; if they re- 
fuſe to gra atify their unjuſt Demands: 
Their uſual manner 1s thus, They'll ſend 
for ſuch a Man's Goods, and throw them 
in the Street, where they may be waſted, 
and than meaſure them after an unfair 


Way; hoping, by this means to impair 


his Credit and Reputation. For if theſe 
Catch-poles can diminiſh but to the value 
of three Penny worth of Coals in a Load, 


with reſpect to the Meaſure, they will not 
fail to Indite the Seller, and call him one 


of the greateſt Cheats in the World: Al- 
tho at the ſame time, if it tends to their 
own advantage, they are ready to wink, 
when Three, Four, or Five Buſhels are 
wanting in half a Chaldron ; which mat- 
ter of Fact, I can prove by many Lnque- 

ſtionable 
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ſtionable Evidences. This is certain- 
ly a great Abuſe to every individual 
Perſon ; but if the Community I am 
now treating of were eſtabliſh'd, all ſuch 
paltry Jugelings would be put to an end; 
fair Dealers would be encourag'd, and wo 
might have reaſon to expect, That our de- 
cay 7d Trade would revive, and flouriſh 
tice a green Bay-Tree, even in the ſharpeſt 
Seaton. | 

IV. This Royal Community, may be 
Imploy d in ſettling the Price of moſt 
Goods and Wares of any importance, 
tor the ſupport of Trade, or the advan- 
tage of the People; par ticularly, on Braſs, 
Copper, Pewter, Tinn, Lead, Iron, Cop- 
peras, Saftron, Wines, Hides, Tallow, 
Hopps, Flax, Hemp, Shooes Hatts, Beer, 
Malt, moſt fort of Fiſh, Fuller earth 
Salt-peter, Pins, Needles, work'd Gold 
and Silver, Nutmeggs, Cloves, Mace, 
Plums, Sugar, Cinnamon, pepper, Bread, 
Beef, Mutton, Pork, Candles, Cheele, 
Butter, Bacon, Coals, Wood, Corn, To- 
bacco, Strong-waters, and a vaſt number 
of other Commodities, too tedious to 
mention in this ſhort Tract. 

V. Another Imployment proper for the 
lame Community, may be in like manner, 


0 ſet a Price on all forts of Linnen and 
Woollen, 
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Woollen Cloth, Stuffs, Druggets and 


Scrges; asallo on all Velvets, Silks, Laces, 
and moſt other Things that are fold by 
Meaſure, For Examples a Ticket or Mark, 
may be faiten'd on the end of all ſuch 
Goods and Wares, that all Buyers may 
jee the Price and Quality of them: 
By this means, both the Buyer and Seller 
vill be freed from a great deal of trouble; 
and then they cannot impoſe upon each 
other, as they now do; nor one Man Sell 
for more or leſs than the reſt of the fame 
Trade. This expedient would not only 
be of ſingular uſe in theſe Trades, but al- 
ſo in moſt others ; for Places may be ap- - 


pointed for the fixing of the like Marks on 
moſt Goods and Wares that are made and 


fold : And why 'may not ſuch a Mark be 
ſet on all Commodities, where it can be 


done, as well as on ſome few? But I ſhall 


illuſtrate the matter by the following plain 
Inſtance: 
It 15 obſervable, That not many Years 


ago, when there was no Hallmark on 


Gold and Silver- Plate, nor any honeſt Men 
to inſpect the buſineſs; what notorious 
Cheats and Frauds were openly practisd in 


that Trade: Then the mot part of ſelling 


Gold-ſmiths and working Silver-ſmiths, 
were ſtriving to ſurpaſs one another, in 
com- 
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commiting the greateſt Abuſe that could 
be acted in the way of Trade: And they 
departed ſo far from the Rules of Juſtice, 
that moſt of the Plate which they work'd 
for Sale, fell very much ſhort of the real 
value, viz. ſome 64. others 12d. ſome 184. 
and others 2 5. nay, ſome to my certain 
knowledge, wanted half a Crown of the 
value in every Ounce. Inſomuch, that many 
who bought Silver-plate in thoſe Days, 
were glad to diſpoſe of it for one half 
whatit coft them; and Gold was adulterat- 
ed after the ſame manner ; for the true 
value of Standard-Gold, is 4 J. an Ounce, 
but at that time moſt that was work'd 
up, was not worth 3 J. 10 s. and ſome 
not 3 J. nay, ſome was diſpos d of, worth 
little more than 40 s. an Ounce. So that 
atlaſt, all People were afraid to buy any 
work'd Gold or Silver, for fear of being 
deceived ; the whole Trade was brought 
to 2 very low ebb; and many an honeſt 
Man was ferc'd to leave off Trading, be- 
cauſe he could not live, if he fold what 
he ought to do. The Coniideration of 
theſe enormous Abnſes, induc'd the Par- 
liament to Enact a Law for the Stamping of 
all manner of Plate with the Hall-mark, 
thatby this means every one may be af. 
fared to give no more than the real value; 
beſides, the 2 faſbioning. How- 
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However this Imployment is now be- 
come one of the Honeſteſt and Faireſt 
within the Kingdom of Exgland; a Trade 
that Flouriſhes extremely, and returns ſome 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds every Year, 
(ſetting the Bankers aſide) and that too with 
the greateſt eaſe and freedom of any Trade 
whatſoever ; which wonderful Reforma- 
tion proceeded from this good Law, that 
all their Gold and Silver ſhould be made 
Standard. Therefore it may be reaſona- 
| bly inferred, that ſuch a Practice would be 
Gi the like advantage to all other Trades, 
where it can be conveniently done. 

But it may be reply d, That altho there 
is a Mark Stamp'd on Gold and Silver to 
prevent Fraud; yet there 1s no price ſet 
what the Cuſtomer muſt give. I muſt own 
it to be a conſiderable defect, and am ſen- 
fible, that if ſuch a precaution had been 
uſed, it wou'd be one of the moſt gain- 
full Trades in the three Kingdoms; for 
all the Misfortune of the Gold-ſmiths and 
Silver- ſmiths is their under-ſelling and un- 
der- working one another. 

[ can forcice but one Objection that is 
worth the anſwering, viz. That it will 
be a great trouble to Mark all the Goods 
and Wares above-mentioned: I readily 
grant it will, but not ſo much as moſt 


Men 


_ c 5 


Men find in Trading, without the help of 
ſuch an Expedient : Neither is this all the 
Advantage; they would drive their 
Trades with a great deal more caſe and 
freedom than they now do: It would 
prevent many ſuperfluous Words, and free 
the Nation from all Fraud and Deceir 
in the way of Trade; and be very advan- 
- r2gtous to all ſorts of People: For by this 

means, every Man may be ailur'd to gain 
fo much by his honeſt employment, as to 
make his paſlage through this World eaſie 
and delightful. And all may be effected 
by the prudent Conduct of b Noble a So- 

ciety of judiciou s Perſons, who may call 
for more ailiſtance if needful, without be- 
ing any farther chargeable to the Public 
than what is already propoſed. 

VI. This Royal Community may under- 
take to ſettle a certain Price on moſt poor 
Peoples Labour; for tis the want of ſuch 
good Orders that makes the Poor ſo nu- 
merous, and brings many of their Fami- 
lies to the Maintenance of the Pariſhes. 
Indeed this Particular would anſwer the 
end more than can be 1magined ; for we 
have a very good inſtance of it in the 
Corn-Porters whoſe Number is 800. or 
there abouts. Their method is as fol- 


ours; they have a Book kept at Billinſ- 
gate, 


— 
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gate, where every poor Free- man may En- 
ter his Name, and as any of the Number 
dye, others come 1n their room. The ma- 
nagement of this Affair is commitied to 
ſix Rulers, and if any of theſe Porters 
work at an under-rate, or defraud any Man, 
they are immediately turn'd out of the ſaid 
Society; The Rulers ſet a certain price 
on all their Labour; inſomuch that if 
theſe men have Employment, as it often 
happens, they can Earn 20, 30, or 405. 
per Week, and by theſe good Orders they 
are become a Society of honeſt Men, main- 
taining theniſelves and Families very de- 
cently. | 
If the cafe be ſo among them, may it 
not be the ſame with all other poor Men, 
provided the like Rules and Orders were 
Eſtabliſhed to keep them from under- 
working one another. This defect occaſi- 
ons the reducing of the poor Colc-hea- 
vers and their Families to ſo mean a con- 
dition as they now are in: For where 
they us'd to receive twenty fhillings for 
their Labour, they are now forc'd to take 
ſeven; and harder Labour there cannot 
be, for they work more like Gally-{laves 
than Free-men. This 1s the State of our 
meaner ſort of poor People, but it might 
be ſoon otherwiſe if the price of every 


Mans. 


(45) 


Man's Labour were fixed; as 'tis among 


the City Carr-men, Coal-meters, Hackney- 
coach-men, F llowſhip-Porters and Water- 
men. All theſe have their ſeveral Labours 
equitably valued, which makes them live 
much more happily than the reſt of La- 
bouring Men. 

Thus by the diſcreet Management of the 
Royal Community, proper means may be ef- 
fectually found out to make the Poor La- 
bouring Men of this City much more 
happy than they now are. To conclude, if 
I had leiſure, I could offer ſeveral other 
Particulars that would tend much to our 
Advantage in the way of Trade, and an- 
ſwer all manner of Objections that may be 
raiſed againſt what has becn deliver d in 
this Article. But there are good grounds 


to believe, that this, or ſome other Law 


of the like. Nature, would be extremely 


ad vantagious to the Kingdom in general, 
and to this Noble City and Suburbs in 


particular. 


If theſe my weak endeavours may be by 


any means ſerviceable to the Publick, I 
ſhall think my time well ſpent ; otherwiſe I 
{hall at leaſt have this ſatisfaction, that! 
have done it to the utmoſt of my power, 
and ſhall be content to ſpend the reſidue 


of my Days in a private Retirement, with- 
| Out 
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„ 
out adventuring to appear any more in 
Print. 


Propoſals humbly Offered for the Imploying 


of the Poor. 


VIII. AY I with all Humility crave 
Leave of my Dread Soveraign, 
as alſo of the Lords, Spiritual and Tem: 
poral, with the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, to lay before you this fad and de- 
plorable condition of many thouſands of 
poor Men, Women, and Children of this 
Hand in ceneral, and more eſpecially with- | 
in the Bills of Mortality in particular, I 
cannot perſuade my ſelf but that your Ho- 
nours, who have great plenty of all things, 
will oeneroully rake Compaſſion of thoſe 
Multitudes that are reduc'd to the utmoſt 
extremity of Want and Penury. 
Indeed for the ſpace of above twenty 
years, I have ſeen them on many occaſi- 


ons in all their Straights and Neceſſities, 


and it is my hearty Deſire and con- 
ſtant Prayer, that none of You, Great, 
and Noble Patriots, may ever experiment- 
ally know, and ſee what I have done 5 
which is the true reaſon of my infi ſting 
on fo {ad and melancholy a Subject. The 


Theme is fo copious, that it would afford 


* Matter 


1 
Matter enough for a large Diſcourſe; but 
being very ſenſible to whom I have Addrei- 
{ed my ſelf, that is to ſay, to a moſt Wiſe 
and Clement Prince, and two Illuſtrious 
Aſſemblies of the quickeſt Apprehenſion, 
and moſt diſcerning Judgment; I ſhall uſe 
all poſſible Brevity. It is not my own 
Cauſe that I am now Pleading, but that 
of the Poor, neither am I ſolicitous to 
promote a private Intereſt, but the publick 
Ad vantage: Therefore with all due ſubmiſ- 
ſion I molt earneſtly entreat your Honours 
to grant me this, if you ſhall think fit to 
reject all the reſt of my Humble Petitions. 

It may perhaps be objected, that this 
Noble Work is too great to be accompliſh- 
ed, by reaſon thatthe Poor are ſo nume- 
rous: I Anſwer, that the Undertaking 
may be difficult to perform; yet do not 
doubt, but by God's Aſſiſtance, to make it 
appear Poſſible, if not Eaſie, when I come 
to treat of the ſeveral ways and means. 

[am not unſenſible, that if the Wiſdom 
of the Nation had ſet about the Redreſſing 
of this Grievance fifteen, or twenty years 
ago, it might have been more ſpeedily ef- 
fected; for the Poor were not then ſo 
numerous by one third part,as they are at 
this day ; but the odds does not ſo much 
conſiſt in their numbers, as in the a. 
| | O 
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of our Circumſtances. In thoſe times, 
Trade was in a flouriſhing Condition, and 
Money having a tree circulation, was very 
plentiful : Inſomuch that many thouſands 
of poor Handicrait-Tradeimen and others 
were enabled to maintain their Families 
very decently ; for then poor People re- 


ceived a conſiderable Profit for their La- 


bour. 

But now Trading is reduc'd to the low- 
cit ebb, and moſt of our Caſh, 1s either in- 
groſs d in ſome few particular! Mens Hands, 


or made uſe of to other purpoſes. In the 


mean while, the Poor have not where- 
withal to ſet themſelves to work, and if 
any of them are ſupply'd with Money, 
by well-diſpos'd People, to put them in a 
Way of living comfortably ; ; I am well 
aſſur d, they cannot improve it; for a 


poor! Mans Labour in this degenerate Iron- 


Age is but meanly rew arded. 

However, no reaſonable Man can deny, 
but if our Nation had been fo circumſpect, 
as to provide for the Poor many Years 
ago, as they have done 1n many other 
Countries beyond the S2a (of which upon 
occation I could give a particular Account, 
with their method of ſetting them to 


Work) we ſhonld have been in 1 much bet- 


ter Circumſt nes, more eſpecially, with 
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reſpect to Trade. It is not tobe ſuppos d, 


That the late War has brought Things 


to ſo fad Extremites; nay, if another 
were to ſucceed very ſpeedily, it could not 
do us much harm, provided, the Fleets 
ot Merchant-Men had good Convoys. 
The greateſt Misfortune of Ergland, 
proceeds from the want of timely reform- 
ing many Errours, and grand Abuſes in- 


cident to every particular Trade or Cal- 


ling, with the negle& ro eaſe us of that 
intolerable Burden, I mean, the Poor, by 


ſetting them to Work. For if it be not 


ſpeedily done, our Calamities will encreaſe 
inſtead of diminiſhing, and every Year our 
Poor will multiply fo faſt, till at length, 
I am afraid, we our ſelves ſhall be miſe- 
rably inpoveriſh'd. 

For, (can make it appear by ſcveral 
Pariſh-Books, that the Number of their 


Poor is augmented every Year; inſomuch, 


. that many conſiderable Families are now 
reduc'd to Want; they being oblig'd to 
pay ſo great Summs every Month, together 
with a large Over-cels, once if not twice a 
Tear. Hence it plainly appears, that the 
Poor beget Poor, and one indigent Party 
makes another, 1n regard that they are 
forc'd by Law to maintain the Poor, till 
at laſt they themſelves are reduc'd to the 


ſame neceſſitous Condition. Io 
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Io make good my Aſſertion, I need on- 
ly ſhew, That in the little Pariſh where ! 


live, the Payments made to the Poor a- 


mount to 700 l. per Aunum; belides all o- 
ther Gifts, which are conſiderable: Ne- 
vertheleſs, moſt part of our Inhabitants 
are become ſo indigent, for want of Trade, 
and the Penſioners ſo numerous, that in 
my mean Circumſtances, I am oblig d to 
pay to the Poor three Shillings and fix 
Pence per Month, with three Months O- 
ver-ceſs, which in the whole, amounts 
to 21. 125. 6 d. and ſome give much 
more. In St. Dunſtan s-Stepney, they pay 
7 or 800 J. per Aunum, in One Hamlet; 
there being Six in that Pariſn; and it is 
computed, that in the Whole, they make 
up, between 4 and 5000 J. every Year. 

— Notwithſtanding theſe large Summs that 
are rais'd out of poor Trading People, the 
Number is ſo great, that to my know- 
ledge, many Penſioners receive no more 
than 4 s. a Month, to ſupply them with 
all manner of Neceſſaries: Inſomuch, that 
I admire, how they can keep Life and 


soul together, and do not go ſtarving a- 
bout the Strects for Hunger, Thirſt, and 


Nakedneſs, much more than they now 
do. But if theſe poor Creatures were Im- 
ploy'd in Work-Houſes, they might be 

3 "me 


Ss. 


made capable of carning 3, 4, or 5 s. per 
Week, and be burdenſome to none. 
This is the true State, not only of theſe 


two Pariſnes, but alſo of moſt of thoſe 38 


that lie without the Walls of the City, 
and within the Bills of Mortality; be- 
ſides, the many Hundreds of other Pariſhes 
throughout England, that groan under the 
ſame Burden, and all for want of ſetting 
the Poor to Work. 


it has bcen demanded by ſeveral, How | 


many thouſand Pounds are now rais'd e- 
very Year in the 38 Pariſhes without the 


City-Walls 2 Some "fay 50, Others 60, but 


the moſt exact Computation I can make 
G as far as I am inform'd in theſe Matters) 

s 29 Thouſand Pounds per Aunum. As 
tor what the 39 Pariſhes within the Walls 
may produce on this Occaſion, I never 


made any enquiry about it; but no doubt 
it is very conſiderable. So that if we pay 
ſo many Thouſand Pounds within the Bills 


of Mortality, How many Hundred Thon- 
lands mutt there be rais d in all the Coun- 
ties, Cities, and Corporations, through- 
out Bog b. 


81 ſeveral other Nations are freed 


from this Burden, and ſo may we (if we 
think fit) and be conf? derable Gainers, in 
ieveral other reſpects: as! ſhall make it 

18 


CE 
appear hereafter. At preſent, I ſhall not 
propoſe, how this Grievance may be re- 
dreſs d in every particular Place through- 
out the whole Kingdom; but confine my 
{elf to ſhew, how it may be effected with- 
in the Bills of Mortality, and by that means 
the ſame method may be followed in all 
other Pariſhes where it is requiſite. 


Now it may be demanded, What I have 


to deliver with reſpect to the Imploying 
of the Poor, and ſetting them to Work, 
with the freeing of the Nation in gene- 


ral, and the City and Suburbs in particn- 
lar, from all manner of Expence and 


Charge, that has any relation to them ? 
My firſt Propoſal is this, That four Work- 

Houſes called Hoſpitals of Induitry, be 

founded, for the ſupport of all ons of 


poor People whatſoever, that cannot main- 


tain themſelves; in order to ſet them to 
Work, I mean, as many as are able ſo 
to do, and to take care of the Impotent 
and helplefs, that is to ſay, ſuch as be- 
long to the Weekly Bills of Mortali- 
ty; paſting the reſt away from whence 
they came. One of rheſe Hoſpitals may 
be convemently built near Goldez-{quare, 
in St. James's Pariſh; there being many 


great Houſes unfiniſhed, which may be 
purchaſed at a very Reaſonable Rate, and 
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by that means a large Summ of Money 
might be ſaved, with reſpe& to what the 
Building would otherwiſe coſt. This 
Work-Houſe might bear the Name of The 
King s Hoſpital of Induſtry, and ſerve for 
all the Poor at that end of the Town. 

II. The ſecond Houſe to be Erected 


near Hogsdon-Square, and called, The 


Queen Hoſpital of Idiſtry, for al the 
Poor in thoſe Parts. 

III. The third Houſe to be in IWell-cloſe, 
Square; there being many great Houſes 
unfiniſhed, and to be {old on reaſonable 
Terms. And this ta be call'd, The Royal 
Hoſpital of Induſtry, for the Poor in thoſe 

Uarters. 

IV. The fourth Houſe 5 built in, or 
near St. Georges Fields in Southwarb, & this to 


be known by the Name of The Parliament 4 
Hoſpital of Induſtry, for the Poor in thoſe 


Parts. Thus theſe Four Noble Hoſpitals of 


Induſtry will be remarkable for their ſitua- 
tion in the four Quarters of the Suburbs, or. 
Out-parts of this great Metropolis of the 


Nation, vi. Faſt „Welt, North and South, and 
mae well eſteemd the Glory of Ez land, 

pon account of the Redemption = the 
Poor, the eaſe of the Subjects, the encou- 
ragement of Trade, &c. Every one of theſe 
Hoſpital: ought to be of the ſame Dimen- 
ſions 
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ſions one with another, large enough to 
contain 1500 Men, Women and Children, 
with conveniency for all ſorts of Works 
that are requiſite in ſuch Places ſet a-part 
for ſuch a peculiar ule. | 

But it may be demanded, How much 
w1ll be needful for the accompliſhing of 
ſo noble and great a Work, and ſettling 
ſo large a Fund as may be neceſſary to em- 
ploy all the Poor in the City and Suburbs, 
as well without the Hoſpitals as within; 
and by what means the Money can be 
rais d at this inſtant, when Trading is ſo 
dad ? As for the two firſt branches of this 
Queſtion, I anſwer, For the building of 
theſe Structures ſufficiently elegant for the 
Honour of England, the loweſt Summ 
that I can compute, is 5506. each; and as 
for the Stock requiſite for the carrying on 
this Undertaking both without and with- 
in, 7000 I. may be allowd to every ſuch 
Houſe, in all, 50000 I. As to the third 
particular, viz. How this money may be 
raiſed, and by what means? My Anſwer 
is, That a general Brief may be ſet forth 
all over England, which (it is to be hop.) 
will procure a great part of the propoſed 
SUM. 

For who can or will be remiſs in pro- 
moting ſo Glorions a Deſign; no leſs a 

„„ 7 Work 


Cn 
Work than the Redemption of their Na- 
tive Country from innumerable Misfor- 
tanes? We have no reaſon to call in que- 
{tion the Bounteous Liberality of fo many 
Hundreds, if not Thouſands of well-dif- 


poſed People, who gave to the Brief for 
the French Proteſtants, 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 


40, 50, and fome an 1co/. and few of 
any Repute, leſs then 5, 10, 15, or 20 6. 
By which means a very large Summ of 
Money was Raiſed ; for the ſecond Brief 
brought in between 40, and 50000 J. and 
the laſt, 25000. there being fiveBriefs on 
that Occaſion. l 

Can it then be imagined that we ſhould 
be ſo Cruel to the Poor of our own Na- 
tion, or ſo unmindful of our own Inte- 


reſt, as not to contribute freely; eſpecially 
if it be duly conſidered, that by ſo doing, 
we make our ſelves and Families happy, 
and entail a Bleſſing and Freedom on our 


Childrens Children to many ſucceeding 


Ages? But ſuppofing that the Sum Rais'd 
by this means be not ſufficient to anſwer 
the propoſed deſign, nor even near fo 


much; yet we have another Expedient 


for our ſupply; which certainty no Man 
that loves his Country, and conſiders his 
own Intereſt will reject , and it is as fol- 


low: a |; 
1 Every 
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Every Chaldron 6 EF that arrives 
in the Pool yields I s. 6d. for the Re- 
building of St. Pauls Church, which 

rings in every year, one with another, 
near 25000. Now, I ſay, let that Work 


reſt for the ſpace of one year, and let the 


Money be uſed in carrying on the preſent 
Undertaking. This is ſo reatonable a Pro- 
poſal that I foreſee but one Objection 
that can be ſtarted againſt it, which may 


be eaſily folv'd, viz, That it will deprive a 


great number of Workmen belonging to 
S. Pauls of their Livelihood. and a conſtant 
Maintenance for their Families. I Anſwer, 
that moſtof them may be employed.in the 
Building of theſe New Hoſpitals, and the 


"reſt of the chief Workmen have where- 
withal to ſubſiſt, or may find Imployment 
clſewhere for ſo ſhort a time. 

If it be urged that St. Pauls is a Place 

Dedicated to the Service of God, and 


ought not to be negle&ed upon any ac- 
count whatſoever ; the Argument is ſo 
weak, that a few Words may ſerve to con- 
fute it: For, would it not tend much more 
to the Glory of the Great God Jehovah, to 
relieve the poor diſtreſſed Members of His 


Son Jeſus Chriſt, and free them from ſuch 
dreadful Calamities, in order to make them 


Happy, both in this World and in the fu- 


ture 


* 
2 
| * 
þ v 
1 
0 " LON 
- 7 
0 * a 
wi" 

a 8 
1 
16 
2 
4 N 

Tl 
we 

e 

+# 4 
i 8 

. — „ 

4 
* 


4 


ture ſtate, than to adorn the outſide of a 


Cathedral; eſpecially, when the infide of 


the Choire is already ſo tranſcendently 
Beautificd as well with outward Ornaments 
as the admirable Lectures of ſound Di- 


vinity ? 


Indeed the neceſſities of the Poor are 


ſo, urgent, that I had much rather ſee 


St. Paul continue in the ſame Condition as 


it now ſtands, for five ſucceeding years, 
than that this Mighty Work ſhould be neg- 
lected one year; not but that I have as 
great a deſire to ſee that Noble Fabrick 
complcatly Finiſhed as moſt other Men. 
But admit farther, (which is altogether 
improbable) that neither this ſupply nor 
the Brief ſhould amount to the Summ de- 
ſigned, we may have recourſe to a third 
Expedient, as it were a Publick Treaſury : 
That is to ſay, 3 or 6 Months Over-ceſs 
may be Rais d of the Inhabitants of the 
City and Suburbs: If three Months, it 
will afford 150001. provided thoſe with- 


in the Walls are obliged to pay propor- 


tionably to the Out-parts; and if fix 
Months, 3ooo0!l. which will compleat the 


Summ, if there were no Brief at all, and 


ſeveral Thouſand Pounds to ſpare. 
Such an Over-Ceſs would be the wel- 
comeſt News to London that it ever receiv'd 
in 
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in the Memory of Man: What Acclama- 
tions of Joy ſhould we hear in every Pa- 
riſh. A Joy ſo full of the higheſt Rap- 
tures, as would reſemble that of the Chi- 
dren of Iſrael, when the vaſt Ocean retir d 
on both ſides, to give them a free Paſſage 
into a Country, where they were freed 
from the Egyptian Bondage. Nay, in one 
Reſpect our Deliverance 1s greater; for if 
thoſe People had been over-taken, their 
Deſtruction would have been ſpeedy , and 
an end ſoon put to their Troubles. Thus we 
ſhall be effectually ſer free from a Ling ring 
Slavery that might have prov'd our utter 


Ruin, and at the ſame time reſtor d to 2 


flouriſhing Condition, with all-the advan- 
tages of continual Plenty and Proſperity. 
There are many other ways and means 
which I could bumbly offer, for the Raiſ- 
ing of ſuch a Fund, particularly one ſhil- 


ling in the pound on all Lands, Houſes, 


and Stocks, with all Places of Profit; or a 
Quarterly Poll-Tax, at 3 d. a Head pr 
Quarter on all Perſons that do not receive 
Alms of the Pariſh; Or one penny a 
year for every Floor, and Room, except 
Cloſets, in every Houſe that excecds 40. per 


Annum, and the Tenants to pay it at four 


Quarterly Payments: Or one Penny and 
half-penny on every Hearth of all Houſes 
; that 
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that exceed 40s. a Year Rent: or one 
Farthing in every ſhilling, on all ſorts of 
Hats and Periwigs, according to the true 
Value of them, piyided, that none of 
theſe Taxes extend any farther than the 
Bounds of the Bills of Mortality. 

Theſe Propoſals and ſeveral others 
might be made, for the Raiſing the above- 
mentioned Summ with a great deal of eaſe, 


ded that the three firſt Articles will be moſt 
agreeable to every Man's Scntiments, I 
ſhall deſiſt, and proceed to give a ſhort 
Account, how advantagious this Underta- 
king would be to the Nation in general. 

There are many Queſtions that might 
be reaſonably propoſed upon this Occaſi- 


on; viz. I. After what manner theſe Hoſ- 
pitals of Induſtry ought tobeBuilt, or ho-. 


many Rooms of a Floor, of what Dimenſi- 
ons, G? 2. What to be allowed to the ſe- 
veral Officers of the Houſe? 3. How every 
thing is to bemanaged? 4. What advan- 
tage will redound to the Publick, beſides 
the freeing of them from Taxes? 5. How 
the Manufactures are to be diſpoſed 
of, and where Materials may be got, to 
ſet the Poor to work? 6. By what means 
Money may be Raiſed in all parts of Eng- 
land, to imploy them after the ſame manner. 

| 7. What 


to all ſorts of People; but being perſua- 
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What muſt be done in caſe there ſhould 


be a greater Number of poor People than 


can be conveniently employed ? 8. What 
Diſcipline, Order, Rules ought to be 


_ obſerved amongſt them? Beſides many o- 


ther particulars of the like nature. 

If the time would permit, I could 
ſolve all theſe Queſtions, and ſet the Mat- 
ters in their true Light, with reſpe& to 
every individual Point and Article. 


And indeed, if Authority required it, 
I ſhould gladly imbrace ſuch an opportuni- 


ty for the benefit of my Native Country ; 


and more eſpecially the Poor. However, 


it may not be improper here to make ſome 
few Propoſals that are very obvious, viz. 

I. That all the Inhabitants who reſide 
within the bounds of the Bills of Mortality 
ſhall continue to Maintain their Poor after 


the uſual manner, for the {pace of three 


Years ; becauſe it cannot be expected that 


_ theſe Hoſpitals ſhould be compleated in leſs 


than eighteen Months. : 
II. During this ſpace of time a conſide- 


rable Correſpondence may be ſettled, both 


at Home and Abroad. 


III. That all Poor Men, Women and 


Children, ſhall be ſet to Work, as ſoon as 
the Hoſpitals are finiſh'd, or ſooner it poſ- 
ſible, and all the Profits ariſing from this 


Work 
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Work to be reſerv'd for the increafing of 
the Stock; every Pariſh in the mean time 


(as it has been but now hinted) taking 


care of their Poor till the three Years are 
expired: By this means the Stock, which 
was but 28000 J. in the beginning may be 
augmented to above 100000 J. At the ex- 
piration of the ſaid term of 3 Years, the 
Commiſſioners, Juſtices, or Governors, to 


whom the matter is referr d, ſhall take cog- 


nizance of all the Poor and Indigent Peo- 
ple in every Pariſh within the Weekly Bills 
of Mortality, and receive them into the 
Hoſpitals ; or give Orders for their main- 
tenance elſewhere. 

IV. At the end of three Years, all Pa- 
riſhes to be freed from all Charges and 
Duties that have any relation to the 
Poor. TS 
V. That at the ſame time, all Gifts, Bene- 
volences, and Legacies belonging to every 
Pariſh within theBills of Mortality thatwere 
appointed or left to the Poor, ſhall be con- 
verted to the uſe of theſe Hoſpitals of In- 
duſtry ; which I am fully ſatisfied amount 
to many Thouſand pounds per Annu. 
Neither is it to be doubted, but many 
good Men, when they approach within 
view of the Grave, will bequeath large 


Summs of Magey for the encourage- 
| ment 


1 


ment of theſe Work-Houſes; in regard 
they Il be aſſur d, that it will be altogether 


apply d to the beſt purpoſes of Charity; 


for the maintaining of ſuch real Poor, as 
cannot help themſelves, and not given to 
a Crew of lazy Lubbers that are able to 
Work, but refuſe ſo to do. Then they 
may be certain, that their Money will not 
be laid out to enrich and treat the Church- 
Wardens, and Over-feers of the Pcor : A 
practice which (fear) is too frequent in 
moſt Pariſhes, at one time or another. 


VI. That all the Poor ſhall be obliged to 


bring their Beds and other Neceſſaries that 
may be thought convenient, if they have 
any in their preſent poſſeſſion. 

VII. That ſome kind of Employment or 
other may be provided for all ſorts of Peo- 


ple whatſoever; except thoſe who are un- 


der the Age of {ix Years, or ſo aged and 
infirm, as to be deprived of their ſtrength. 
For example, a Child of tix Years old, may 
be employ d in the itripping Tobacco, win- 
ding of Crewel, Worſted, Tarn or Thread, 
with Knitting, and many other thingsthat 
could name. At ſome leiſure Hours theſe 
Children may be taught to read, and thoſe 
that are a fev7 Years older, are fit to wind 
Silk, or Packthread, and turn Wheels, with 
many other Exerciſes, too tedious to re- 
hearle, 8 Inſo- 
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Inſomuch that theſe young Boys and 
Girls may be made capable of earning 1 -. 
or 15. 6d. nay ſome at that Age would 
| earn 2 5. per Week. As for thoſe that are 
12 or 14 Years Old, they may be fit for 
many Imployments, and get half a Crown 
or three Shillings a Week and thoſe of ri- 
per Years, may earn 4 or 5 Shillings a 
Week, in ſeveral Manufactures, ec. They 
that are s$k1ll'd in Handicraft-Trades may 
gain 6 or 7 Shillings a Week; the blind 
may turn Wheels, tor Rope-makers, Match- 
makers, and for the making of Pack-thred, 
and many other uſetul Commodities. I 
could alſo ſhew in particular, that in ſuch 
Hoſpitals of Induſtry, the Old and Young, 
with the Lame and Blind, may be made 
capable of earning their daily Bread; 
that is to ſay, all things neceſſary for the 
ſupport of human Life. . 
By this means we ſhould get rid of all 
ſorts of Beggers whatſoever: Then Pco- 

ple would reſolve not to give, and they 
not to begs, it being to no purpoſe; ſo 
that they muſt come to one of theſe Re- 
ſolutions, either to work, - or ſtarve. Then 
we ſhould be freed in a great meaſure, 


from Houſe-breakers, Foot-pads, Shop- 


lifts, Pick-Pockets, and many other Vil- 


lains. Moreover this Expedient would 


* 
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be a Soveraign Antidote againſt Idleneſs, 
and render us an Induſtrious People: It 
would baniſh* Curſing, Swearing, Lying, 


and all manner of unſeemly diſcourſe from 


the Mouths of the meaner fort of People, 
and all theſe admirable Effects may be pro- 
curd by a prudent and regular Diſcipline, 
in every one of the ſaid Hoſpitals; ſo as 
the Nation, may be ſoon bleſs'd with a 


Religious and Laborious Commonalty. 


*To Conclude, Had I leiſure particularly 
to relate, how many streams of Plenty 


would continually flow from ſuch Foun- 


tains; or how this mighty Undertaking 
would encreaſe our Inland Trade, and En- 
courage all our Manufactures: As alſo to 
ſhew, how our Money would circulate, 


from one to another, running freely in its 


former Channel: Or, Laſtly, to give you 


a fair Proſpect of the happy Circumſtances 
that would attend us in the {pace of a feiy 


Years, if the foundation of theſe noble 
Structures were once laid: I cannot per- 


{wade my ſelf, but King and People 

would unanimouſly enact a Law, for the 
effectual accompliſhment of ſo laudable a 
Deſign. 3 


Pig 154-51 The 


The ill Conſequence of wearing and uſing 


Swords, aud, that it would be much mare 
for the Honour of our Nobility and Gen- 
try, to change them for nobler tokens of 
Honour. | 


am now about to draw a Scene of 
Crimſon-dye, and to repreſent a Tra- 
_ gedy, every Act of which will uſher in the 
Streams of Blood; and to open an Am- 
phitheater not Artificial, but natural; 
wherein you may behold all Ranks and 
Degreees of Men miſerably maſſacred by 
ſudden Paſſion, with the Inſtrument of 
Tide ʒ too keen to be truſted to the furious 
Tranſports of thoſe who ſtand more on 


the point of Honour (to uſe the common 


Phraſe) than the Life of a Man; which 


is infinitely more precious, than all the 
little puncłilioes ariſing from a vain-glori- 


ous Conceit. 

Were I to entertain you with a full 
view of all the Duels and horrid Murders 
that have been committed in our Age, and 
to recount all thoſe Tragical Adventures, or 


to inform you, on what {light Occaſions 


they happen d, the Object would be too 
hideous, and the Theme too doleful, for 
any mortal Eye to fee, or Ear to hear; 


Nay, 
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Nay, it might cauſe floods of Tears to flow 
from the Eyes of thoſe numerous Widows 
and Orphansthat have. been unfortunately 
made fo, by ſuch diſmal Rencounters. 

Therefore, I ſhall forbear treating of any 
particular Murders, or the Circumſtan- 
ces of them; contenting my ſelf only to 
give a ſhort account in gencral of the 
great folly of engaging in Duels, and to 
make ſome reaſonable Propoſals, by what 
means ſuch raſh Attempts may be effectu- 
ally prevented for the future; and how 
a much more advantagious Proviſion may 
be made for the Honour and Diſtinction 


of our Nobility and Gentry. 


There are very few Families of any 
note, within the Kingdom of Ereland, 
but have had the misfortunc to loſe a 
Relation or Boſom-Friend upon theſe oc- 
caſions; who otherwiſe might have li- 
ved many Years longer, if the wearing 
of Swords or other Weapons of the like 
nature had been prohibited by Act of 


Parliament, under the ſevereſt Penalty; 


except by ſuch Perſons as are on pre- 
ſent Duty in their Prince's Service. 

Indeed I am ſeiz d with horrour and 
extreme regret, whenever 1 conſider with 
my ſelf, what great numbers of our No- 
bility and Gentry have loſt their noble 

| F 23 Blood, 
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_ Blood, and ſuddenly expir'd at. the point 
of a Sword; who (if the fatal Cata- 
ſtrophe had been timely prevent ed) might 
have perform d many ſignal Atchievements 
for the benefit of Church and State. 
I can ſcarce perſwade my felf , that 
were it poſſible for all that Noble Race 
wito have dyed in the Bed of Honour 
(as ſome are pleas d to term it) to be ſum- 
mond out of their mournful Tombs, to 
be the Repreſentatives of your Honoura- 


ble Perſons in this Houſe, but their firſt 


Order would be to bring in a Bill againſt 
wearing of Swords, or any other Inſtru- 
ments of ſudden Death: And will not you 
moſt mighty Lords, nor you the moſt 
auguſt Aſſembly of worthy Commoners 
efpouſe the Cauſe of thoſe your familiar 


Friends, if not dear Relations? Let their 


Precious Blood cry alond to you, to make 
the Law, and if this will not fix your Re- 
iolutions to that purpoſe, confider that 
none of you can be ſecur d from falling as 
Victims to a furious Humour at one time 
or another; then ſurely you'll be induc'd 
to the ſpeedy finiſhing ſo neceſſary an 
But if you ſtill continue inflexible, 
let thoſe vaſt multitudes of the mean- 
er fort of People that have been moſt 


Nee 
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cruelly and barbarouſly Murder'd prevail 


with you: Let their ſorrowful Wives and 
innocent Children expoſed to the greateſt 
hardſhip and penury raiſe your Com- 
paſſion, and melt your Hearts into a ſuit- 


able Diſpoſition : Or let the proſpect of 


ſuch fatal Diſaſters that will unavoidably 
:13ppen in future Ages (if not timely reme- 
died) influence your moſt ſerious and deli- 
berate Conſultations. 7 


However, if your averſion is ſo great, that 
neither the number of thoſe that have pe- 


riſh d, nor the loſs of your Friends, with the 
utter extinction of many ancient Names 
and plentiful Eſtates of well-deſcended 
Families, (of which you have fo late an 
Inſtance) nor the ſecurity of your own 
Lives and Fortunes, with thoſe of your 
Relations and Friends ; nor the deplora- 
ble caſe of many hundreds of inno- 
cent Perſons that have undeſervedly lain 
weltering in their own Blood ; nor the 


mournful complaints of their poor Relati- 


ons that are ready to be ſtarv'd for want 
of neceſſary Proviſions : I ſay, if none 


of theſe Motives and affecting Truths can 


be ſufficient to gain the majority of your 
Votes, I hope a ſenſe of true Honour, and 
due Care for the diſtinction of Perſons 
will at laſt effectually prevail 
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When I conſider that the People of this 
Nation are fo fortunate as to preſcribe 


their own Laws, provided they be ſuch 


as do not interiere with the King's Royal 
Prerogative; and that all Statutes of the 
Realm arc firſt propoſed and agreed to by 
the two Honourable Houſes of Parlia- 
ment: As alſo, that theſe moſt auguſt Aſ- 
ſemblies are compoſed of Perſons of the 
higheſt Rank and Quality in the whole 
W orldzfu ich as not only are tranſcendently 
eminent r their Picty, Wiſdom, Learning, 
Experience, and many other excellent qua- 
I: ations, Told are alſo of noble Extraction, 

moving in their ſeveral Orbs, fo far a- 
bove the meancr fort of People : I fay, 
upon a due reflection on this matter, I have 


often admir'd that there is no Law as yet 


made, for the diſtinction of ſuch Illuſtri- 
ous Perſonages from thoſe that are inferi- 
our in Station and Dignity. 


can by no means be indnc'd to believe, 


that any ſenſible Man will affirm that a 
Sword makes the difference between a 
Duke and an Earl, a Lord and a Knight, 
a Gentleman and a Ruffian z between a 

Perien that is Maſter of ten Thouſand 
* and one that is not worth ſo ma- 
ny Pence: Or, between a real Getleman, 
who receives three or four hundred 
4} 1 ; | Pounds 
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( 
Pounds per Aunum out of his own Here- 
ditary Eſtate; a ruffling Beau that lives 
by diving into every Purſe, where he is 
in hopes to find a Prey. 

Certainly to think ſo, would be an egre- 
gious piece of Folly; for any Man may 
much ſooner diſtinguiſh a Perſon of 
worth and honourable Extraction, by the 
marks of a genteel Depor tment, and affa- 


ble Carriage, than by the finencls of his 


Rapicr. But we live in a degenerate 
Age, wherea Company of Prodigal Fopps 
that have riotouſly ſpent their Subſtance, 
and have ſcarce any thing left for their 
Maintenance, muſt needs purchaſe a Sword 


tocredit their Perſons, and then are they 


in a fit Equipage to ſtrut it along, and a- 
vouch the nobleneſs of their Birth, by an 
Oath, or direful Imprecation; whereas 
they are well known by ſome to have de- 
rived their Pedigree from the dreggs of 


the People. 


However, theſe hectoring Bullies are ſo 
Inſolent as to affront Perſons of the high- 
cſt Rank, and if the leaſt oppofition be 
made, they immediately require Satisfa- 
tion, for preſuming to intrench upon 
their counterfeit Honours, Thus many 
worthy Perſons are often {ct upon, and 
barbarouſſy Aſlaſſinated by ſuch deſperate 
EY 2 Bravoes ; 
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Bravoes ; of which, numerous and freſh 


Inſtances might be almoſt daily produc'd. 
Nay, they are of late come to that height 
of audaciouſneſs, that they make no ſcru- 
ple at all to challenge their Superiours to 
fight Duels; even thoſe who arc ſo far 
above them, that the meaneſt of their Do- 
meſtick Servants would {corn to underva- 
lue themſelves in contending with ſuch 


ſordid Wretches. To conclude, theſe are 


the Sparks that make us tcariul to walk the 
Streets in the Evening; for the Sun has 
no ſooner withdrawn its Light, but they 
begin to appear with their Painted Jilts, 
and breath nothing but Revenge, even 
to the utter deſtruction of thoſe that are 


ſo unfortunate as to put the leaſt Aﬀront 
upon them, or ſo much as offer to take 


the Wall. 
And now I hope your Honours, (moſt 


worthy Patriots) will not be offended at 
the meanneſs of my Style, ſince I am no 


Profeiior of Elcquence, and my chief aim 
was only to draw a Portraiture of our 
deſperate Duellers, and Town-Bullies, 
as near as poſſibly I could to the 
Life; having ſome hopes that my Endea- 
vours might r not be altogether unaccepta- 
ble, and that perhaps you might be in- 
dncd to diſtinguiſh your ſelves by ſome 
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remarkable Tokens from ſuch a ſwarm. 


of Peſtilent Vermin : Then we may all ea- 
ſily diſcern who are our Governours, 
and who they are that ought to obey : 
So that every one of your Honours may 
have due reſpects paid to you in the 
higheſt degree both at home and a- 
broad, according to your Birth and Cha- 
racter. 7 

However, my intention is not, that 
this diſtinction conſiſt in a difference of 
Garb or Apparel; for I am well ſatis- 
fied that it would not tend to the advan- 
tage of any State, more eſpecially Eng- 
land, to preſcribe a particular Habit for 
every order or rank of Men; in re- 
gard that ſuch a Project would much 
1mpair our Trade, both Foreign and Do- 
meſtick , and indeed, we ſhould then ap- 
pear like Actors on a Stage, to be gaz d up- 
on for our Finery, or rather deſpisd for 


our Formality; neither ſnould we our 


ſelves be long pleaſed with the ſame 
Faſhions. 


Therefore if it were demanded, How 


the generality of Men ſhould be diſtin- 


_ gniſh'd one from another? my anſwer 


would be as follows, viz. 
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J. Let no Man whatſoever, except the 
King and Princes of the Royal Blood, be 
ſuflered to wear or uſe any Weapon, or 
Inſtrument that is capable of killing a Man 
ſpeedily (Canes and Whipps only except- 
ed) on pain of Death: Nevertheleſs that 
all People may have liberty to keep what 
Arms they ſhall think fit at Home, to de- 
fend their Country, themſelves and Fami- 
lies from any ſudden Invafion by Publick 
or Private Enemies: Or in caſe they ſhould 


be aſſaulted in their own houſes, which may 


be properly termed their Caſtles; where 
every Man ought to Rule, and have the 
lame Power as a King in his Kingdom: I 
mean, when an attempt is made upon 


Life, Limb, or Subſtance, without due 


Courſe of Law. 

As for the King's Guards, Armies, and 
Militia, when on Duty, or upon ſome other 
urgent occa{ions, it is requiſite that due 
Proviſion be made in thoſe Caſes ; which 
I moſt humbly ſubmit to the Serious Con- 


ſideration of thoſe, who are concern d in 


ſuch matters. 


II. I readily grant, there are ſome To- 


kens already made uſe of, for the diſtincti- 
| on 


6 


on of one Perſon from another; as ſeveral 
Titles of Honour, which it were needleſs 
here to recite, ſince they are every where 


ſo well known. But theſe are not ſuffici- 
ent to diſtinguiſh a Man, to thoſe who 


are unacquainted with his Perſon, or have 
no knowledge of his Character; becauſe 
there are no viſible Marks of em; but 
what may be inferr' d from the Figure he 


ſeems to make in the World: And a 
Judgement fix d upon ſuch weak Con- 


jectures as outward- Appearance, often 
proves erroneous ; ſo true is the faying, 
Fronts nulla fides. 


III. There is indeed a peculiar diſtiacti- 
on in ſome of the Liveries of Attendants 
belonging to Perſons of Honour and Qua- 
lity, and ſomewhat more in their Coach- 
es, ſuch as the Coronets and Coats of Arms; 
but this is no certain Rule, in regard chat 
few or none conſtantly ride alone in their 
own Coaches, but ſometimes have Com- 
pany with them, or are in hired Coaches, 
or thoſe of their F riends, &*c. Inſomuch, 
that we may eaſily take one Order, or Rank 


of Quality for another, and ſhew Honour 


where none is due; or be detic cient where 
it is requiſite. 


IV. There 


(75) 
IV. There is another diſtinction of Per- 
fons by which they may be infallibly 
known, provided, they have their Tokens 
of Honour about them, as it is uſual among 
ſuch Perſons; for example, the King is 
known by his Guards, or by his numerous 
Attendants that ſtand bare, in his preſence, 
and a Duke by the Starr on his Breaſt. The 
Companions of the Noble Order of the 
Garter, are likewiſe diſtinguiſh'd by their 
George: The Lord Mayor is alſo known 
by his Sword-bearer, and other Officers 
attending him; the Aldermen and Sheriffs 
by their Gowns, or Gold-Chains ; and 
many by certain Medals which are given 
in token of Honour. Several other in- 
ſtances might be produc'd, of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks which I cannot but extreme- 
ly approve of, and am very deſirous ſhort- 
ly to ſee many others of the like nature 
generally in uſe; to the end that I may 


diſcern my Superiors from my Inferiors, 


that is to ſay, a Duke, a Lord, and a 
Knight, or an honourable Perſon of a 
large Eſtate, from a Butler, a Buffoon, 
or a Begger. e 


V. As for my preſent Propoſals for the 


diſtinguiſhing of Perſons after ſuch a man- 
a ; ner 


(79) 
neras will apparently tend more to the 
Henour of our Nobility and Gentry, than 


the wearing of Swords, which occaſion 


ſo much Miſchief, and "as not ſerve to 


make the leaſt diſtinction ; I ſhall not be 
ſo preſumptuous, as to preſcribe any To- 
ken of Honour for the King's moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, nor the Prince and Princeſs 
of Wales, nor Princes and Dukes of the 
Royal Blood of Er gland, who are the 
Sons, Brothers, Uncles and Nephews of 2 
King of Eneland, as it appears from the 
Statute of 31 Hen. 8. As neither, for 
Princeſſes and Dutcheſſes of the Royal 
blood, nor any Duke, or other great Of- 
ficers of His Majeſty's. Houſhold; or thoſe 


that have any place of great Truſt in the 


Government; ſuch to be left to the Wil- 
dom of the Parliament to diſtinguih as 


they ſhall think fit. 


All that I have to propoſe o thi Ar- 


ticle, is how a proper diſtinction may be 


made between all Orders and Degrees of 
Men, from a Duke to a Gentleman: To 


that purpoſe, every one according to his 
Quality, may wear a Token of Honour, 


on his right Breaſt, ſet in Gold or silver, 
with a clear Cryſtal-glabs « over it ; fo as 


all 
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all Perſons may ſoon diſcern their Cha- 
racter, by caſtingan Eye on the reſpective 
Tokens, which may be as follows, viz. 


I. The Eldeſt Sons of Dukes ot the 
Royal Blood, a Lion. 
- act A Marqueſs, Aa Leopard. | 
Dukes Eldeſt Sons, an Unicorn. 
. Earls, an Elephant. 
A Marqueſss Eldeſt Son, a Phenix. 
Dukes Youngeſt Sons, an Eagle. 
Viſcounts, a Dragon. 
The Eldeſt Sons of Earls, a Vultur. 
9. The Younger Sons of Marqueſſes, a 
Falcon. 
10. Barons, a Tiger. 
II. The Eldeſt Sons of Viſcounts a 
Pelican. 
12. The Youngeſt Sons of Earls, an 
Oſtrich. 
13. The Eldeſt Sons of Barons, an 
Heron. 
14. Privy Counſellors and Judges, The 


Bird of Paradiſe. 
15. The Youngeſt Sons of Viſcounts, a 


Swan. 
16. The Youngeſt Sons of Barons, 4 


| han — 
19. Baronets, a Phaciak 
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18. Knights 


its 
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18. Knights Bannerets,the Royal Stand- 
ard. | 


. Knights of the Bath, a Drake. 
20. Knights Batcielers, a Parret. 
21. Serjeants at Law, a Pariridge. 
22, Doctors of the Civil Law, a Ra- 
ven. 
23. Doctors of Phyſick, a Pheaſant. 
24. Doctors of Muſick, a N 
25. Eſquires, a Dove. 
26. Gentlemen, a Linnet. 


But theſe Emblems, or Devices, might 


be much better appropriated to every 
particular Order, by the College of He- 


ralds, or ſome . Gentlemen, who are 


well $kill'd in that Noble Science. 10 
Now I dare appeal to any Perſon of 


Quality, whether this or ſome other Bi- 


ſtinction, would not be more for their 
Honour than the wearing of Swords, 
which are ſo much in Uſe, amongſt all 
Orders and Degrees of Men: There is 
but one Objection that can be made a- 
gainſt what has been deliverd on this 
Article, viz. What muſt become of tlie 


Sword-Cutlers, and thoſe that belong to 


that Imployment? I Anſwer, it will in- 
deed be ſoine detriment to thoſe Perſons, 
who have any dependance on this Trade; 
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but not ſo much as ſome may imagine; 
for there will be as many Weapons for 
our Fleets, Armies and Houſes as former- 
; 
It is alſo obſervable, That the number 
of Men, who are employ'd in making 
ſuch ſorts of Swords, is but ſmall ; nay 
many of thoſe Blades are made beyond 
me "Seas. © 5 

But to do theſe Men and their Families 
all the Juſtice that may be, and even} 
to better their Condition, let all that can | <« 
prove their dependance on this Way, be re 
united in a Company by Act of Parliament, U 
with a Proviſoe, to take no more Appren- li 
tices: Then let none have the diſpofing Þ { 
of the above-mentioned Tokens of Ho- þ; 
nour but this Company, and every degree Sc 
of Men, from a Duke to a Gentleman be ut 
obliged to allow them 4 s. per Anmm,f 6 
for the ſpace of ten years; beſides the Pro- to 
fits ariſing from ſuch Tokens; for by that | T 
time, moſt of them may be dead, or en- by 
gaged in ſome other employment. Sb 
Afterwards the advantage of Selling an 
the ſaid Tokens, will very well maintain - 
that ſmall number which is left; and by I th 
this means the Trade will be Inrich'd : for] 2 
it will bring them in ſeveral thouſands ] bu 
of pounds every year, and yet no perſon pe 
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will pay any more than 40 s. in the ſpace 
of ten years. If this good Order were 
once eſtabliſhed, it would extremely con- 
tribute to the Peace of the Subject in ge- 
neral, and be much more for the honour 
and diſtinction of all our Nobility and 
Gentry i in particular. 


The Regulation of Secge- Plays. 
| His Article is of great Importance, 

and I cannot enter upon it without 
extreme horrour and deteſtation, when I 
reflect upon the two Theaters, or grand 
Univerſities of all manner of Vice, Immora- 
lity and Prophaneneſs; nay, Blaſphemy it 
ſelf in the higheſt degree: Nurſeries that 
breed up ſo many Children for the Devils 


Service, and their own Ruine, with the 
utter overthrow of many Families. Good. 


God! what dreadful Scenes could I preſent 


to the Publick View ; Theaters fill d with 
Tragedies, Comedies and Farces Acted 
by Satan's Servants, dreſs d up in Humane 


Shape, and equipp'd with gaudy Attire, 


and a Brazen Face. 
I Mr. Collier had not already treated of 


theſe Abuſes in an Elegant Style, I might 
have publiſhed a Tract on the ſame Subject; 


but in-regard that my Intentions are ſu- 


perſeded, I ſhall deſiſt; neither will J re- 
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peat one ſingle Line of what has been 
offer d by that Ingenious Author, who 
cites many of their own Acts and Writings: 
but I ſhall only give a ſhort Character of 
them 1 in general. 

I muſt confeſs my ſelf to be of that in- 


quiſitive Temper, as to ſearch in the firſt 


place, into the Secrets of all Religions, 

and I was ever curious to obſerve the dif- 
ferent ways of Worſhip, and to hear the 
Reaſons that Perſons of all Perſwaſions 
could give, relating to the Articles of their 
Faith. 

Neither was I willing to confine my 
Speculations within thoſe Bounds ; but I 
was alſo defirous modeſtly to inſpect Pub- 
lick Affairs, to ſee how the Pilots Steer d 
the Helm, and what Latitude we were in: 

I had likewiſe a great mind to obſerve the 
Clouds, whether they thickn d and preſa- 
ged a Storm, or were ready to be diſpell'd 


in order to a favourable Gale, that might | 
waft us Oer to a ſafe Harbour of Peace 


and Plenty ; there to Refreſh our ſelves in 
the pleaſant Streams of a Silent Calm. 

I frequently made a diligent ſearch in- 
to the Myſteries of all Merchandizing, 
Trades, Arts and Sciences, and was never 
better ſatisfied than to fee my native Coun- 
try Flouriſh, in the midlt of a Proſperous 
Trade. I was 
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I was alſo willing to gratifie my Curio- 
fity in the Reading and Seeing ſeveral 
Plays, that I might the better judge, whe- 
ther they anſwer d the ends for which they 
were deſigned : But when Iperceiv'd how 
far they were degenerated, Icould ſcarce per- 


ſuade my ſelf, that I livd in a Chriſtian 
Nation, but rather Sojourn'd in the lower 
Regions, where no other Plays were to 


be Acted by the Infernal Fiends, but exe- 


crable Blaſphemies againſt the Great God, 


and an abſolute deteſtation of Vertue. 
For in theſe Pompous Theaters, all man- 


ner of Vices are ſtrenuouſly maintained, 
and ſet out to the beſt Advantage: There 


the Atheiſt may be confirmed in his looſe 
Principles; and the Prodigal encouraged in 


Luxury, till he conſume his Subſtance on 


a Crowd of Strumpets, and at laſt, perhaps 
miſerably Periſhes in a Duel or ſudden Scuf- 
fle: There you may ſee a Buffoon dreſsd 
in the Habit of a Grave Divine, on pur- 
poſe to be made the Game of the Play, 
and expos d to the publick Contempt: 
There you are told, that all Religion is no- 
thing elſe but State- Policy, or a piece of 
vile Hypocriſie: There you may hear the 


honourable ſtate of Matrimony derided 


as the meaneſt Condition, more proper 
for Fools than Wiſe Men; as if the Mar- 
E G 3 riage 
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riage-Bed were a far greater Scandal, than 
the Lewd Embraces of a Harlot: There 
you may ſee a Ruthan Repreſenting Ve- 
nerable Age, and the reſt of the Mimicks 
deriding him, as if the hoary Head were 
one of the moſt deſpicable Objects in the 


World: To conclude, you may ſee and 


hear a great deal more to the ſame effect, 
than I have declared; or am able to ex- 
preſs. 

Upon the whole, I firmly believe , 
That were it in my Power to ee all 
the Blaſphemous Wretches that now live 
on the Face of the Earth, and hear them 
all diſcharging the Venom of their viru- 
jent Tongues, they would not utter ſuch 
vile Expreſſions, as may be Read and Heard 
in many Plays. Indeed it would be too 
tedious to ſumm them up, and very im- 
proper to repeat, for fear of offending the 
Ears of a pious Auditory, and corrupting 
the Morals of unſettled Perſons. More- 
over, were all the undiſcovered Atheiſts 


that Jark i in the City, to pull off their Viz- | 


zards, and Aſcend the Stage, there freely 


to deliver their Minds, you would not 


hear ſo many pernicious Notions ſtarted, as 
are to be found in ſeveral Plays. 

Some time ago, I heard one of the Act- 
ors peak to this effect, on 1 the Fun Sage, 
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If I knew 7 he) there was any Wick- 


edneſs that I have not done, I would go and 
Commit it at this very Inſtant: Do nt tell 
me of a God and Religion, there's no ſuch 


thing, it is only a State-Policy, to keep Fools 
in Aw, for all things come by Nature, &c. 
with many more of the like Expreſſions. 


In ſhort, there is ſcarce one Play, that 
has been Acted for theſe ſeveral Years laſt 
paſs d, but have contain'd ſome, or moſt 
of the following Articles, viz. I. Blaſ- 
phemous Expreſſions, 2. Atheiſtical Dif- 
courſe , 3. Prophane Drollery, 4. De- 
{piling Seriouſneſs, 5. Debaſing Vertue, 
6. Applauding Vice, 7. Reflecting on the 


Clergy, 8. Exclaiming againſt Marriage. 


9. Making a Mock of Infirmities. 10. Scof- 
fing at Old- age, 11. Repreſenting the 


Pleaſures of De bauchery, and many other 


Particulars, that are too numerous to be re- 
cited in this little Tract. 1 
As for the intolerable Miſchiefs that 
have been occaſioned by this means, tis 
too difficult a task for me to undertake to 
enumerate them; nevertheleſs, Iam very 
ſenſible, that theſe Play-houſes have in a 
great meaſure corrupted this City ; they 
have ſtruck a damp on the Minds of many, 
which otherwiſe would have been better 
diſpoſed: They have Corrupted Youth,and 
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duced many to extreme Want and Penury: 


Laitly, they are the ſource of all manner 


ot NVESEOFEURCS For there many a poor 
Geluded \y 1 1e ton Pick {SZ Up 4 Painted Sepul- 
Care all over Glorious without, but Rot- 


ten within, more fit for an Hoſpital than 


a publick Theatre, who ſoon infuſes her 
Intectious Venom into the Marrow of his 
Bones; which takes up more days to Cure, 
chan Minutes ſpent in his unchaſte Em- 
braces: There many Gentlemen deſcended 


from Noble Anceſtors have loſt their 
Lives in the Flower of Youth, and expir d 


in a Bloody Scene, who otherwiſe might 
have been the Ornament of their Country, 
and liv'd happily for many Years. 
To conclude, I hope none will be of- 
fended, nor miſconſtrue what I have been 
tr eating OL as to this particular. It is not 
the utter Ruin, but a thorough Reforma- 


tion of the Stage that I aim at; being ſen- 


{idle that the firſt Inſtitution of Plays was 
del 55 d for the Encouragement of Vertue, 


and the diſcountenancing of Vice: And 
indeed, were chey made more ſuitable to 


thoſe Purpoſes, much greater advanta- 


ges Woul d redound to theParties concerns 


tor wacre pne now frequents theſeHouſes, 


Ne > would, reſort thither upon ſuch a Re- . 


In 
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In former times Stage-Plays were 
elteem'd as an innocent Diverſion, and the 
Actors gain'd more in fix Months than 
now in twelve; neither were they at ſo 
great an Expence by one third part as they 
noware. indeed I ſo far approve of ſuch 
reform'd Play-Houſes as theſe, that I 
would willingly have them Erected in 


every City For what can be more fine 


than to obſerve the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Citizens, with ſeveral others that may be 


worſe imploy'd, reſorting in the cloſe of 


the Evening to fee a Play, where they 
may hear ſeveral profitable Diſcourſes 
concerning the wonderful works of Na- 
ture, 
diverſions? It would be a refreſhment to 
all ſorts of Men, eſpecially ſuch as have 
wearicd themſelves with the Fatigues of 
the concluded day, either of Body or 


Mind: There the Phyſician might find a 


deſcription of all ſorts of Plants, with ſe- 
veral curious remarks about their different 
Nature, Growth, Virtues, Uſe, ec. The 
Young Student might be made ſenſible of 


the advantages of a Liberal Education, and- 
Improvement in Learning; by which 


means he may be advanced to the higheſt 
Station in the Church, 


There 


intermixed with other harmleſs 
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There the Politician might receive In- 
ſtructions, concerning the management of 


of State-Affairs expreſs d in moſt eloquent 


terms, with the manner of his Riſe from 
one degree of Honour to another, till at 
laſt he arrives at the higheſt Pinnacle 
that his Prince can promote him to; 
that is to ſay, to ſit on the King's Right 
Hand, to foretell an approaching Storm; 
ſo that by his prudent Counſel he may 


prevent the danger, or at leaſt abate its 


Fury: Otherwiſe, if he prove treache- 
rous to his Country, he may there behold 


himſelf pourtray d in a lively Scene, re- 


preſenting the frowns of his Soveraign , 
the contempt offer d by his Equals, and 
the hatred of his Inferiours, with an 
Emblem of his Baniſhment from Court, 
Impriſonment in the Tower, Arraign- 
ment, Tryal, Condemnation and circum- 
ſtances of his Execution. 

There the Generals of numerous Armies 
might be convinc'd, that more advantages 
are often gain d over a powerful Enemy, by 
well contrived Stratagems, and ſudden ſur- 
priſe than by meer force of Arms. There 
the common Soldier might be put in mind, 


how many have raiſed themſelves from 
the meaneſt Poſt,by their undaunted Cou- 


rage, to the Command of Troops, Regi- 
ments, 


I 
{ 
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ments, and Armies; and at the ſame time 
might obſerve the difference between fly- 
ing before a cruel Enemy, and the Victo- 
rious Purſuit of vanquiſh'd and broken 
Forces. 
There the Mariner might have a view 
of the moſt uſeful Art of Navigation, 
and Maritime Affairs, and be encouraged 
to ſatisfie his curioſity, in ſeeing moſt Coun- 
tries, and learning many Languages; if 
he were not ſo fortunate as to get a large 
ſhare of the Gold of Africa, and the 
Treaſures of India: He might alſo be in- 
duced to ſteer his Courſe to the Holy 
Land, and vicw the deſtruction of Unbe- 
lievers, with the utter overthrow of a 
divided People, who were furioully en- 
gaged in mutual Slaughters within the Ci- 
ty-Walls, whilſt their Enemies were con- 
triving their Ruin without, and took the 

advantage of their Inteſtine Broils. 
In a word, the Tradeſman might be 
preſented with ſeveral Acts, diſcovering 
the difference between being juſt, right, 
and fair in all manner of dealings, and 
the uſing of fraudulent, vile, and baſe 
means : He might alſohave a clear view 
of all the tricking and finiſter devices 
that are too often uſed in commerce be- 
tween Buyer and Seller. To conclude, 
Ez | | there 


(9 
chere the Artifcer or Handicrafts- man 
might behold ſeveral fine Scenes of Arts 
and Sciences, where Ingenuity will have 
the general applauſe, whilſt ſtapid Igno- 
rance is hiſs d off the Stage. 

Were it not for brevity's ſake, I would 
have produc'd many more Inſtances of the 
like nature, which are very agreeable to 
the Sentiments of all wiſe Men : So that 
moſt would be of my opinion, that theſe 
Stage-Plays, inſtead of corrupting the 
Age, would ſerve to refine it. And in- 
deed, I am apt to believe, that the pro- 
phancſt Atheiſt, the moſt lewd Deboſhee, 
and the vileſt Wretch that breaths on 
Earth ſoon would get in amidſt the nume- 
rous Crows to ſee and hear ſuch a Play. 
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the Subject of Divinity, and am very ſen- 
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Happineſs of Man 


IN THEY 
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Occaſron'd by obſerving the Rules of 


S 


Morality. 


Fu preſent Deſign, is not to treat 
\ / of the Attributes of God, the 
dM RB Merits of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt, or the Gifts of 

the ic Holy-Ghoſt Iam not Ignorant of my 

inability to propoſe any thing material on 
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ſible of the faint Idea I can give of the 
Soul's ſurviving the Funeral of the Body, 
or how happy or miſerable it may be in 
that unknown State; neither ſhall I dive 
into the ſecrets of Nature, or follow Man 
beyond the Grave: I ſhall only attend 
him in this Life; all my Deſire being to 
make Men happy in the Enjoyment of 
one another, and to lay down ſuch Rules, 
which if put in practice, will ſoon redreſs 
moſt of the Grievances and Calamities in- 
cident to Humane Life, and make us a great 
and flouriſhing People. 

The admirable qualities, I have to propoſe 
will certainly enrich our Bodies, ennoble 
our Minds, improve our Intellectual Fa- 
culties, and ſet us in the higheſt ſtation 
that Humane Nature is capable of attaining 
to ; nay it will cauſe us within a ſhore 
ſpace of time, to ſhine in the Sight of the 
whole Univerſe, like the Sun in the Firma- | 
ment. Moreover, the Inſtructions I ſhall 
produce, will make our paſſage through 
this World eaſie, and bring us to the Pe- 
riod of Life with more Comfort and Se- 
renity of Mind, than my Pen can de- 
{cribe. 8 

Let your Birth be never ſo noble, your 
Riſe great, Learning profound, and natu- 
ral Parts ſuitable; nay, let all your Under- 

EE” takings 
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takings be Crown'd with a continued ſe- 
ries of good Succeſſes: Yet without the 
attainment of thoſe excellent Qualificati- 
ons you can never be complcatly happy, 
with reſpect to the main ſtate of a Tempo- 
ral Life. It was a wife Expreſſion of a wor- 
thy Perſonage, ſome few Hours before his 


Death: My Noble Blood (ſays he) and 


large Revenues , with all my Learning and 
Sagacity, never brought me that real ſatis 
faction and pleaſure of Mind, as my being 
juſt in all my Dealings And indeed, no 
Pen can deſcribe, nor Tongue expreſs, nor 
Thoughts diſcover the ſolid Pleaſures of 
a good Conſcience, or thoſe refreſhing 
Streams of Inward Peace, that flow from 


a Reflection, of having punctually cbfery- 


ed the Rules of Truth and Juſtice. 
Many have acquired everlaſting Renown 
by the exerciſe of this Vertue, and ſome 


have choſe to ruin themſelves rather than 


to wrong another. Integrity is a moſt rich 
and precious Gem, a Pearl of ineſtima- 
ble Value, and ever was admird by the 


Heroes of former Ages: So that if a 
Man be deſirous of Wealth, let him a- 


bove all things take care not to get it 
unjuſtly. The famous Caſuiſt , Thomas 
Aquinas, uſed to ſay, That a Day would 
come when fair Dealings ſhould be found 
a Jewel. To 
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To conclude, no Moral Vertue is attended 
with a greater Reward than Sincerity 
in Dealing, and performing the ſeveral 
Daties that arc owing from one Man 
to another, which is the Subject of the 
following Diſcourſe. 


The Pleaſure that ariſes from a Princi- 
ple of Juice. 


Am very deſirous, that the Truths con- 


tain d in this ſmall Tract, may have 


ſo effectual an Influence over the Minds of 
all thoſe that read it, as to bring them 
to the knowledge of themſelves, and to 
ule the beſt means to obtain it: For theſe 
Rules, it duly obſervd, will abfolutely 
reifie all our Actions, and inveſt us with 


the greateſt Happineſs that our Nature 


is capable of, during our Abode in this 
Mortal Life: Then we ſhall plainly 
perccive, that the rectitude of Morals, 
15 one of the beſt accompliſhments of an 
intelligent Being; then it will be evident, 
that we anſwer one of the chief Ends 1 
our Creation And then we may cxpec 


to ſec all our Labour and Pains 80 1 


with Succeſs; ſo as to appear far more 
lovely in our Station, than thoſe that de- 
generate from that Golden Rule. i 


0 


I am fully ſatisfied that were I to ask 


the moſt unjuſt Dealer, whether there 


is not a greater aſſurance and an Expecta- 
tion ſettled upon better Grounds for a Man 
to advance himſelf and get an Eſtate by tra- 
ding with Integrity, ſo as to impoſe on no 


Perſon whatſoever, than in uſing all manner 


of paltry Tricks and Evaſions to decetye 
thoſe he may have any, dealings with ? I 
doubt not but ſuch a Man will ſoon grant 
the Affirmative ; nay, very few will deny, 


but they aim at the end I propoſe, that 


is to ſay, to make their Paſſage through 
this World as delightful as may be; which 
nevertheleſs can never be attain'd by Indi- 
rect Practices. 
However, I readily admit, that Men 
of Corrupt Principles may fometimes pur- 
chaſe large Eſtates, and enjoy the out- 
ward conveniences of this Life; their 
Coffers may be full; their Bodies free 
from Diſeaſes ; their Titles of Honour 
augmented ; their Wives chaſte ; their 
Children, Friends, and Attendants nume- 
rqus ; and their Habitations Pleaſant : Nay, 
III allow them all the advantages and de- 
lights that the meaner fort of People 
uſually meaſure their Felicity by; but were 
you to take a View of their in ward difr 
poſition, and ſearch intg their ſecret 
thoughts, 
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thoughts what horrour, confuſion, and dif 
content would there appear 1n all their pri- 
vate retirements! There you might diſcover 
a Mind full of Anxiety, and hear them 
whiſper out many Complaints; you would 
alſo ſoon perceive all the faculties of 
their Souls to be ſtrangely diſcompoſ- 
ed, and out of order: So that ſuch a 
Man may well be compared to a King 
ina Play, whoſe Habit, Attendants, Words, 
and Actions make him appear a real Prince 


to an ignorant Beholder ; whereas at the 
ſame time another Spectator , who is en- 


dued with a more clear Judgment, is fui- 
ty ſatisfied that the Actor is one of the 
meaneſt of Subjects. Pot 

When I conſider what a vaſt difference 
there 1s between the Juſt and the Un- 
juſt, between Men that live by Fraud and 
Treachery, and thoſe that ſquare. all the 
Tranſactions of Life by the Rule of E- 
quity ; when I reflect on that Content 


and Comfort which naturally fprings from 


a due obſervation of the Dictates of right 
Reaſon, and experimentally feel the tranſ- 
ports of Joy flowing from ſo clear and 
uninterrupted a Spring; when I perceive 
all that is dear to me in this World deriv- 
ing its Original from fuch a Scource : 


| Then all the falſe Deluſions, and counter- 


feit 
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feit Proſpects of Gaining, great Revenues 


ſhall never deprive me ot that Reaſon 


which Nature has endued me with, direct- 


ing me to act contrary to ſuch pernicious- 


Principles. | 

When I obſerve what a hurry and 
ſcramble poor Mortals make, and how ea- 
ger they are in the purſuit of vain ap- 
pearances : When I perceive that Men of 
Underſtanding make ſuch delays in pro- 
curing eaſe to themſelves in this preſent 
State : When I take notice that others have 
almoſt ſpun out the thread of Life, and 


are paſſing off a Temporal Stage, with 


as much grecdineſs of gain, as if they 


were aſſured of ſurviving the longeſt 


Liver, or to enjoy their ill gotten Eftates 
in the unknown Regions. When I ſee 
Perſons of 40, 50, or 60 Years of Age, 
trifling away their moſt precious time in 
2 confusd hurry of Buſineſs, fo that they 


ſcarce know whether they have livd at 


all, and ſo ſpend the Lamp of Life in 
gaining what they never enjoy : When 
I conſider all theſe Circumſtances, I can 
ſcarce perſwade my ſelf but the World's in 
a Dream, or poſſeſſed with a Spirit of 

Thus unwary Mankind is impoſed on 


by the falſe Glances of a Temporary 
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Shadow that has nothing in it but an emp- 
ty Shew. If the Caſe "be ſo, what In- 
chantments are there ſo powerful as to hur- 
ry on a conſidering Perſon to the com- 
mitting of ſuch egregious Folly?Shall I then 
rplex my ſelf with Anxious Cares about 
ture Years, which I may never live to 
ſee. I had rather look upon every day as 
the total Sum of Lite, and as if no part 
of it were to come ; eſteeming thoſe to 
be void of common Senſe, who preſump- 
tuouſly depend on F uturity. 

However, let others a& as they think 
ft, for my part, III be ſure to order all 
my actions, ſo as to free my ſelf from 
preſent doubts : Then from this Emi- 
nence I may look down with delight on 
the diſtradted Multitude, and ſee whole 
Crowds led by their F olly : ; running up 
and down the World, committing Errors, 
and groſs Miſtakes ; and wracking them- 
ſelves with a vain purſuit of unlawful 
gains, which, when got, augment their 
Trouble encreaſe their Guilt, and miſerably 
imbitter the concluſion of their Days. 

If ſome think it pleaſant to place them- 
ſelves on the Sea-Shore, there to take a 
view of à dreadful Shipwrack, whilſt * 
poor diſtreſſed Mariners are ſtruggling 
with the Winds, and | ſwimming for'l ate, | 

in 


K 
in the midſt of the boiſterous Waves: 
Or to ſtand on a high Mountain, ſecure 


from danger, to behold their Soveraign 


Princc at the head of a noble Army, en- 


countring a Potent Enemy, in a bloody 
Battel, and at laſt obtaining the Victory: 
Certainly, it muſt needs be much more 
delightful to take a fair Profpe& from 
the Pinnacle of Juſtice, and to obſerve 
the deluded multitudes of Men, how vain 


and fooliſh they generally are, in the ma- 


nagement of their Temporal Concerns : 
Not that it is any pleaſure to ſee the 
World turn'd topſy-turvy, and Mankind 
running Mad ; but to conſider with our 
ſelves that we are freed from ſuch deplora- 
ble Misfortunes. 

To conclude, let every Man that is en- 
dued with ſublime Qualifications, endea- 
vour to the utmoſt of his Power, to aſſiſt 
thoſe who are deſirous of attaining tothe 
ſame ſtate of Perfection: Let us conſider, 
that the common tics of Humanity oblige 
us to diſtill ſuch refin d notions into the 
Minds of our Fe!low-Creatures, who 
have gone aſtray, ſo as to make it plain 


to the meaneſt Capacity, wherein Man's 


greateſt Happineſs conſiſts, and to propoſe 


ſuch means as may effectually conduct 
them to the attainment of it. 
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| The natural and acquired Rights of Men, 
with reſpec to mutual Correſpondence. 


Here's nothing more obvious to e- 
very common Underſtanding, than 
the flouriſhing condition the People of 
our Iſland of Great Britain might advance 
themſelves to in the way of Trade, 
if they would all unanimouſly agree 
to obſerve the Rules of Juſtice , re- 
lating either to the natural or acquird 
Rights of Men, The former apparently 
conſiſt in being cloathed with Mortal 
Bodies, in ating as rational Creatures, 
and in the ties of natural Relation ; 
but the other have reſpect to a Politi- 
cal Union, and the ſeveral Branches of 
Civil Societies 
Now, how ſoon would the Scene of 
Affairs change to our advantage, if we 
were but Juſt, in maintaining the proper- 
ties of one another, as rational Creatures; 
conſidering with our ſelves, that every 
Man has à Right to an equitable Treat- 


ment from another; that all Perſons 
have an unqueſtionable Right to judge 


for themſelves ſo far as they are capable; 


and that none > ought to be forc'd to at 


contrary 


p_ O09 fi — my (yp C5 — . A A 0 wa FP mn — %% th A JA 


hes AN 3 NT 


Hen, 


Ce 


Oo e- 
han 
> of 
NCc 
de, 
Tree 

re- 
ird 
ntly 
Ital 
Ires, 
on; 
liti- 


0 
> of 


| we 
Per- 
ITES; 
oy 
eat- 


ons | 
dge | 


ble 5 


act 


rary 


(61039 

contrary to the Dictates of his own 
Conſcience, but that we are obliged to 
thew reſpect to all our Fellow- Creatures, 
as far as is agreeable to Natural Rea- 
{on ? | | 

How happy, (I fay) ſhould we be, if 
we could be perſwaded to obſerve the rules 
of Equity, and love one another with fo 
real an affection, as to promote our mutu- 
al Intereſt ; that is to ſay, to uſe our ut- 
molt endeavours to raiſe up the low ebb 
of Trade, and encourage Integrity and 
Fair Dealing, in the way of Commerce 
between one Man and another ! Other- 
wiſe wecan never expect to advance the 
Proſperity of our Nation to its Meridi- 
an height; for when any Kingdom, or 
Commonwealth acts deceitfully in their 
dealings with any other States, what a 
Stain and Reproach does it caſt on the 
People! How ſoon is a flouriſhing Trade 
by that means dwindled away to nothing! 
Should I repeat the many ſad Inſtances of 
this nature, and inform you of the ſeve- 
ral Changes and Turns I have obſerv'd 
in ſuch Caſes : Were I oblig'd to rehearſe 
how many Nations have been reduced to 
a mean Condition by indirect Practices, 


relating to Commerce with their Neigh- 
bours ; it would indeed very much con- 
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firm my preſent defign ; but the time 
would fail me, and in regard that it may 
be look'd upon as a Reflection on my 


Native Country, I ſhall forbear inſiſting 


any longer on ſo unpleaſant a Subject. 
Let us now conſider a while, how much 
our Nation would be Revered both at 


Home and abroad, if we would ſupport 


one another in the enjoyment of our re- 
ſpective acquired Rights, eſpecially thoſe 
that have their riſe from Civil Relation, 
viz. with Reſpect to King and Subject, 
Magiſtrates and People, Man and Wife, 
Maſter and Servant, one Neighbour and 
another, Buyer and Seller, the Giver and 


Receiver, he that Lends, and he that Bor- 


rows, Ct. 

How Proſperous might we be, if we 
were ſo prudent as to procure the inviola- 
ble preſervation of theſe Rights, acquired 
by legal Poſſeſſion, or perſonal Indow- 
ments, or by virtue of certain peculiar Or- 


ders, Ranks, and Qualities. Let us conſider at 


the ſame time, that we are all united by a 
mutual compact to be Juſt in our Dealings, 
and to uſe all imaginable fincerity in our 


Tranſactions; ſo as not to take the advan- 


rage of any Man's Indiſcretion, or want of 
{fadgment, and not to wait for an oppor- 
cunity to advance our ſelves by another's 
Ruin, or neceſſitous Condition In 
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In a word, let us never alter the Price, 


nor change the Commodity for which a 


Bargain is 5 contracted, and 1n caſe of Scru- 
ples, let us incline to that fide which ap- 
pears faireſt, continually reflecting upon 
the unreaſonableneſs of defrauding one a- 
nother, and how contrary it is to our 


own Intereſt : For by ſuch finiſter Practi- 


ces we looſe our Credit and Reputation 
amongſt the beſt of Men, and often reduce 
our ſelves and Families to extreme Want 
and Penury. 


Directions how every Man may make his 


Life Happy in the Enjoyment of himſelf 


alone. 


AN being a Noble , and Ratio- 
nal Creature, made for Nobler 
Purpoſes' than the inferiour Animals, 
rhe Great Creator of the Univerſe has 1 in- 


du'd him with ſuch natural Sentiments as 


o enquire(at the years of Diſcretion) into 
the end of his being in this World: The 
more refind any Man is in his Judgment, 


the greater Search he uſually ks into 


the Secrets of Nature, and when he has 
attained to the higheſt degree of Wiſdom, 
that his Reaſon can advance him to; he 
s at laſt fully ſatisfied, that what he knows 
1s 
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is ſufficient to make him happy: Eſpecial- 
ly if he can but acquire ſo much Conduct, 
as to Govern his Actions according to ſuch 
a Knowledge; but alas! inſtead of ſo do- 


ing, too many are apt to depart from this 
Rule, and Act quite contrary to their own 


Judgment. 

Therefore, ſince the Generality of Man- 
kind is liable to go a- ſtray from the Paths 
of Equity; it may not be improper, here 
to lay down a few Directions how to make 
our Lives happy in this World, I mean, 
ſo far as our Nature is capable of in this 
preſent ſtate. 


Happineſs is ſo agreeable to the Conſti- 


tution of Man, that none is ſo void of 
Self- preſervation, as not to aim at the 
attainment of it: Tis this that induces 


Kings and Princes to undertake the Fa- 


tigues of War, and ingage in dangerous 
Combats: This powerful Motive per- 


ſuades Men to venture their Lives and 


Fortunes to the remoteſt parts, and encou- 
rages the Mariner to ſtruggle with the un- 
ruly Waves, and to indure the greateſt 
hardſhips. 

The hopes of ſuch a Happineſs ani- 
mates poor Mortals to dig like Moles, into 


the Bowels of the Earth, in order to en- 
rich themſelves by ſome undiſcovered 
Mines; 
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Mines; and « excites others to Summon all 
their Facultics for the inventing of new 
Arts and Sciences. To the ſame purpoſe, 
you may diſcern Fleets drawing into the 
Line of Battel, and Armies ſtrlving for 
Victory; you may alſo hear Cannons roar- 
ing, and Bullets fly ing, and ſee thouſands 
wallowing in ſtreams of Blood. 

The fame Pretenſions are made by ſome 
Princes, and other Perſons of Noble Ex- 
traction, acting contrary to their Oaths; 
violating the moſt Solemn Leagues, Trea- 
ties, and Partitions; Diſturbing the Re- 
poſe of Chriſtendom, and turning Eu- 
rope into an Aceldama, or Theater of Con- 
fuſions: Where you may ſee Great Men 
Plotting, and Contriving Villanies of the 


deepeſt dye, againſt a moſt Renowned 
Monarch ; and Vacrificing their Religion, 


Laws, and Liberty, to their Own bigotted 


Humours. 
Moreover, you may diſcern Treachery 


abroad and at home; in Fleets and Armies, 


in Courts and Counſels, between one Nati- 


on and another, King and Subjects, Father 
and Son, Man and Wife, Relations and 
pretended Friends, from thoſe that wear 
Crowns, and ſway Scepters, to thoſe that 
labour in Mines. In a word, you may 


hear and ſee all this Confuſion and Noiſe; 
beſi des 
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beſides ſuch, Flattering and Fawning, ſach 
Cheating and Cozening, ſuch Contentions, 
and Law-Suits, ſuch Perjuries and Maur- 
ders, ſuch Bribes and Extortions; with 
all manner of Selfiſh deſigns ; and all ated 
in expectation of being Happy. 

But the miſtake is fo groſs, that I cannot 
but lament the blind Zeal of moſt Men, 
and ſhall endeavour to undeceive them, by 
ſhewing wherein their real Happineſs do's 
conſiſt, with reſpect to their well-being in 
this World. 

I. The only means of attaining to true 
Felicity, is to otder all our Concerns ac- 
cording to the Rules of ſolid Reaſon, and 
to anſwer the ends of our Creation, by 
walking in the Paths of Wiſdom; and by 
diſcerning the difference between a Sera- 
phick Contemplation of the Works of Di- 
vine Providence, and the Chimerical No- 
tions of thoſe that can offer no Reaſon for 
what they affirin. 

T would alſo adviſe Men to extirpate 
the remains of Folly; to proceed in every 


thing according to the Principles of Truth; 


to ſet a Watch over their ſecret thoughts, 
to direct all their Actions to a right end, to 


lead a regular courſe of Life, to reſtrain 


exorbitant Paſſions, to ſhun Vanity and 
Senſual Pleaſures, and to imploy their 


> of 


I 
extraordinary Talents to the wiſeſt purpo- 
ſes: Never to debaſe ſo Noble a part as 
the humane Mind, or ſuffer ſo Divine a 
Ray to ſtoop to a Sordid Luſt ; but al- 
ways to Cultivate it with ſuch excellent 
Notions, as to make it reſemble the great 
Donour of it. ö 

Moreover, Man's Happineſs conſiſts in 
the Repleniſhing and Adorning of his Intel- 
lectual Faculties with ſuch genuine Morals 
as are preſcrib d by the inſtinct of Nature, ſo 


as to direct the Body, through the crooked 


paths of Error, and conduct it to the 


ſtraight lines of Perfection, as far as tis 


capable of proceeding: For it lies in our 
power to influence the ſenſitive and ani- 


mal parts of the Body; to rule its Facul- 
ties, and to deliver it from the greateſt 


part of that Miſery which is incident to 
Human Frailty; ſo that it muſt beallow'd, 
that the health of the Body often depends 
on the Tranquility of the Mind, and all 
agree, that the Peace of the latter is ac- 
quir'd by the Regularity of the Actions. 
Therefore, let every Man order his Con- 


verſation according to the dictates of ſound 


Reaſon, for the attaining of ſo great ſatisfa- 
ction ; in regard that when the Mind is at 
eaſe, the whole Man may be ſaid to be 


Happy, and no leſs Miſerable without 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Settlement : For a Royal Crown 
cannot alleviate the pains of a galled 
Mind, nor a Velvet-Slipper give caſe to 
one that labours under the ſtings of a 
Troubled Conſcience. Upon the whole, 
I am fully ſatisfid, that all the Wealth, 


Honour and Grandeur that is unjuſtly ob- 


tain d, can never procure that ſolid Peace, 
and real Happineſs which proceeds from 
Innocence and a Conſcience void of offence. 

II. Our Temporal Felicity depends in a 
great meaſure, upon the preſervation of 
our Health; in preventing thoſe Diſeaſes 
which are often contracted by ill Cuſtoms 
& irregular Practices: For a Man that wants 
Health, is like a City without Walls, a 
Ship without Men, or Honour without 


Suͤbſtance. But it is more eſpecially obſerv- 


able, that there is no Phyſician ſo Skill- 
ful, no Antidote ſo powerful, and no 
Air fo healthful to ſupport the Body, and 
preſerve it in a found Conſtitution, as 
Temperance and Moderation in the En- 
joyment of all the Bleflings of this 
Life. „ 514 03-* q 

It was a wiſe Conſideration, and a noble 
Reſolution of a Noted Man in our Age - 
Shall J ( ſaid he) be guilty of ſo much 
Folly, as to impair my Health, ruin my 
Memory , conſume my Subſtance, and turn 


ali 
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all my Peace and Happineſs into a lingring 
Conſumption, by the Solicitation of thoſe 
Men, whom J often ſee and hear groaning 
with the Gout, oppreſſed with Pain, and 
Languiſhing under a general decay of Nature? 
Were I aſſured, (added he) That all things 
would ceaſe to be, when this Body of mine 
ſhall fall to Ruin, and be deprivd of Life 
and Motion, I would make my Days ſo hap- 


y, as to refrain from all the Folkes that 


moſt Men are ſo fond of. 


As for the common Diſeaſes, incident 


to Humane Nature, I muſt leave them to 
thoſe great Phyſicians, of whoſe Skill 


and Ability in that excellent Art, I can 
give but a faint Idea: Therefore, I ſhall 
withdraw my Pen from writing an Ex- 
comium Of their admirable Qualifications 
and Learning, leſt the inſufficiency of my 


Endowments ſhould eclipſe the luſtre of 


ſo much worth, which proceeds from 
that noble College. 

III. The way to be happy in this World, 
is to live in a continual Perſeverance of 
Sobriety, Moderation, and Chaſtity, u- 
ſing the means to prevent all Diſeaſes, or 
to make them more tolerable: For, no 


wiſe Man will deny, but moſt Diſtempers 


ſpring from an ill habit of Body, or a dii- 
contented Mind. 1 


Would 


— 


Would you be freed from Pains? Be mo- 


derate in your Thoughts as well as Acti- 


ons; diſpel thoſe difmal apprehenſi ions of 
future Evils, which occaſion ſo much 
unpleaſantneſs, by opprefling your Mind 
with the fear of what may never come 
to paſs. It is a ſingular piece of Prudence 


for a Man to ſuppreſs ſuch anxious Fears, 


and by that means to ſet himſelf above the 
reach of caſnal Misfortunes. 

IV. I am now come to that Golden 
Rule, which compleats Man's Happineſs 
in the main courſe of his Life, that is 
to ſav, To do to others as we would be 
done by 11 all our Concerns aud Deal- 
ings; Which] is nothing clſe but ſtrict Equi- 
ty, and one of the nobleſt Qualifications 
that a Mortal Creature can be endued 
with. Indeed Equity and Truth ought al- 
ways to be the Standard and Compals to 


ſteer our courſe in all Actions during out 


abode in this World: It isa Vertue which 
qualifies us for the Society of Men of all 
Degrecs, Nations, and Languages; it is 


that which maintains the World! in Tran- 


1 55 and ſupports Commonwealths : 
n ſhort, it 15 that which procures Peace 
to a Man's Mind, Treaſure for his Cof- 
fers, and a "ſecret Veneration from the 
worſt of his Enemies. 


I 
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If this Vertue were laid aſide, all things 
would ſoon fall to ruin, or be reduced 
to a confuſed Chaos: For it is of that nature 
as to oppreſs none, but reſtores to every 
Man his unqueſtionable Rights. 

Thus I have in ſome meaſure deſcri- 
bed the Happineſs that attends the Peace 


Jof the Mind, the health of the Body, 


and many other Advantages ariſing from 
a prudent management of all our Acti- 


ons, which ought to be always conſiſt- 


ent with Truth and Equity: For theſe 
are Cardinal Vertues of the firſt Magni- 


tude, which have no manner of Flaw, 
but are a moſt rich Cordial to revive 


drooping Spirits, by aſſuring all Men that 


none ſhall fall ſhort of that Happineſs 


which may be reaſonably expected, if they 
be not wanting to themſelves. But as for 
thoſe who depart from that glorious 


Principle of Equity, they may appoſite- 
iy be compared to the boiſterous Waves 
of the Sea, that find no reſt, but are al- 
| ways in a diſorderly Motion: Such 
| Men diſcover the rancour of their Hearts, 


by the unevenneſs of their Temper, and 
the irregularity of their Actions. 
For, although a Man be as politick in 


al! his Contrivances as his vain skill can 


ſuggeſt ; yet he ſhall never be able to per- 
[ (wade 
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ſwade himſelf that his Enormities ſhail 
always be conceal'd from publick View : 
And though fome may pleaſe themſelves, 
that their Honour, Wealth, Power, 
Grandeur, or Reputation amongſt their 
own Party may defend them for a while ; 
nevertheleſs the Sting of an Accuſing Con- 
ſcience will inceſſantly gall them, Aiſturb 
their Tranquillity, and interrupt that i- 
maginary Joy which their Blindneſs may 
for ſome time tranſport them with: They l. 
often be confounded, and feel the dreadful 
Pangs that ariſe from a quick ſenſe of 
their own Guilt. 

Indeed Iam thoroughly perſwadcd, that 
no Mortal Man living, that has the uſe 


of Reaſon can free his Thoughts from | 


ſuch inward Convullions whenever he 
lets the Reins loofe to his Senſual Appe- 
tite ; for the farther he involves him IM 
in Guilt, ſo much the more will he encreaſe 
his Sorrows, and aggravate the heinouſ- 
neſs of his Crimes mak ing his Life al- 
together uncomfortable, and expoſing his 
Perſon to Ignominy and Contempt. 
Upon theſe Confiderations I cannot but 
admire, that Men are ſo eager in rendring 
themſelves miſerable, and courting their 
own Ruin: Let me perſwade ſuch Per- 
ſons to a thorough Reformation of their 
Manners, 
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Manners, and to expreſs themſelves with 
fincerity to this parpoſe. 
„May I be inducd by my own Rea- 
* {on to be juſt in all my Dealings, and to 
* abhor every Thought that inclines me to 
* finitter Practices. I am ſenſible, my 
* Happineſs will be compleated, if I can but 
* be content with thoſe things that ſatisfic 
Nature, and never launch out into the 
* Ocean of Vain-glory ; or be puffed up 
with the hopes of Honour; or wracked 
© with an immoderate Thirſt after Riches, 
* which if obtain'd, will make me uneaſie, 
and diſturb all the Powers and Faculties 
of my Mind, whenever Iam diſappoint- 
*ed of my unjuſt Deſires. 
* ] am now fully ſatisfied, that Equity 
* and Truth yſher in the Streams ot ſo- 
lid Pleaſures, and make my paſſage thro' 
* theſe dark and gloomy Shades, far more 
* eafte than all the ſpecious Shews of un- 
* tair Dealings can do. I am not willing 
* experimentally to feel thoſe Internal 
Horrors that ſeize upon the Mind of 
* a Man, who 1s conſcious to himſelf of 


having heaped up Riches by Fraud and 


* Oppretiion ; on the contrary, I firmly 

believe, that the greateſt Satisfaction pro- 

ceeds from the maintaining of our 

* Neighbour's Rights, and thic e 
2 | 
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* del I deſign to follow: For it is certain 


* that plain dealing is eſſentially neceſ- 
* fary tor. the Happineſs of all Communi- 
ties; and there is no particular Perſon 


* that is not deſirous to have Juſtice done 


© him). | 


* If ſo, what prepoſterous Madneſs | 


would it be, to ſwerve from fo excellent 


a Rule, in doing that to others, which, 


according to my own Sentiments I would 


not have done to my ſelf ! How | 


great a piece of Indiſcretion would it 
* be to ſuffer my actions to contradict the 
Judgment of all wiſe, and reaſonable 
* Men. Certainly, it is a great weakneſs 


in me, thus to interrupt the Peace of Hu- 


mane Society, and diſturb the comforta- 
* ble Repoſe of my own Mind. 

It is an undoubted Truth, That all Men 
are ſo near Related to one another by a 
Natural Alliance, that we cannot wrong 
our Fellow-Creatures, but at the {ame In- 
ſtant, we muſt unavoidably intrench up- 
on our own Tranquillity ; for nothing can 
be accounted Juſt within our own Breaſt, 


that deprives another of his Right. Man 


is not made for himſelf alone ; but we are 
Created to Comfort and Aſſiſt one another, 
during our abode in this World; where 
we are continually perplex'd with —_ 
— = 


ain? 
and Doubts: So that one day we may be 
raiſed up to the higheſt Pinnacle of Honor, 


and in a moment, laid in the Valley of 


Diſgrace; one day we may be Crown'd 
with Victory, and by the dawn of the 
next, forc'd to flye before a Victorious E- 
nemy. 

Thus we have ſeen a Potent Monarch 
at the Head of a Royal Army, ſwaying 
the Scepter of three Glorious Kingdoms, 
and in the ſpace of 48 hours, Diſrobed 
of all his Honours, and Power ; taken Cap- 
tive, and Inſulted over by Sordid Pea- 
ſants, who had no regard to the Royal 
Blood that circulated in his Veins. In like 
manner, in the Morning, we may behold 
a great Favourite at Court, intruſted with 
the Secrets of his Prince, and placed in 
the higheſt Station that his vain Ambition 


could aſpire to; but before the Evening, 


ſtripp'd of all his Preferments; and forc d 


to hide himſelf, diſguis d in a ſorry Habit; 
Purſud with the greateſt Hatred by the 


numerous Crowd; and at laſt, depriv'd of 
Life as well as Honour. 
In ſhort, we are one day applauded for 


our Wiſdom, the next condemned for our 


Folly;one day beloved, the next hatedzone 
day Crown d with good Succeſs, the next 
diſappointed of all our Hopes; one day in 

T3 7 Health, 
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Health, the next very much Indiſpoſed, | 
one day ſurrounded with Friends, the next . 
forſaken by all ; one day Trinmphing in 7 
the midſt of Pleaſure, the next Repming f 
tor the want of it; one day at Eaſe, the | 3 
next in Pain; one day enjoying the great- : 
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eſt Plenty, and the next deprived of all 
manner of Neceſſaries. 
Hence it plainly appears, beyond all | © 
contradiction, That Man's Happineſs do's | t: 
not conſiſt in the Splendour of his own + 
Deluded Fancy , nor in advancing his | C 
Fortune, by a Principle of Injuſtice: On t! 
the contrary, it abſolutely depends on the | 1 
Tranquillity of his own Mind, and in being | ti 
juſt to others as well as himſelf; for Man | tl 
would be a deplorable helpleſs Creature, | tl 
were he not aſſiſted and ſupported by the | d 
reſt of Man-kind, whoſe mutual Inte- | n: 
reſt is ſo admirably interwoven together, | Sc 
by the prudent direction of Divine Provi- er 
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- How Happy Men made themſelves in former | m 
10 Ages, by obſerving the Rules of e 


| Bout 5702 years have paſſed fince cie 
( che creation of the World, and yet te 
the generality of Men are not arrived at an 
that pitch of Happineſs, which a prudent J ſel 
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Conduct in their ſeveral Affairs miglit ih- 
veſt them with: On the contrary, we are 
now in a much more miſerable condition, 
than the People that liv d in former Ages; 
as it will foon appear, if a due Reflection 
be made on the wiſe Government of our 


Anceſtors, who rais d themſelves to a great 


degree of Happineſs, by the promoting 


of Truth and Juſtice in their ſeveral Sta- 


tions. 

However I muſt own, That in ſome few 
Generations after the World was Fram'd, 
the Inhabitants of it behavd themſelves 


more like Brute Beaſts, than Rational Crea- 


tures; wandring from one place to ano- 


ther; and expoling their naked Bodies to 


the ſharpeſt Seaſons ; till their own Un- 
derſtanding adviſed them to a wiſer ma- 
nagement, for their well-being in this Life. 
So that in the ſpace of a few years, they 


enter'd into a ſtridt union one with ano- 


ther,to the end that they might be made ca- 
pable of frecing themſelves from thoſe 


many Inconveniences they were obnoxious 
1 


Then they began to joyn in Civil So- 
ciety ; ſet up little Cottages for a ſhel- 
ter againſt the Extremity of Weather ; 
and invented Weapons to defend them- 
ſelves from Wild Beaſts. But as they in- 
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creas d in number, their Ambition was al- 


ſo augmented; moſt of them ſtriving to 
make their Fortune beyond the reſt of their 
Neigbours ; till at laſt there aroſe Animoſi- 
ties and Contentions about their particular 
Rights and Properties, which were always 
Invaded by the moſt Powerful ; whereup- 
on enſu d great Confuſion, Slaughter, and 
Rapinc: Inſomuch that the People were 
conſtrain d to make Laws, and enter into 
Solemn Leagues, to oblige one another to 


live peaceably, and if at any time Outrages 


were committed, the Authors of them 


were ſeverely puniſhed. _ 
Thus the firſt Law made in the Infancy 


of the World, was, that no Man ſhould 


deprive another of what he had purcha- 


| kd by Labour, or Ingenuity, nor Invade his 


Property. It was alſo Ordain d, that eve- 
ry one ſhould keep what he already had 
in Poſſeſſion, and enjoy all thoſe Profits, 
and Advantages he ſhould gain for the fu- 

ture, provided they were obtain d by law- 
ful means; unleſs he ſhould think fit to di- 
ſpoſe of it by his own voluntary conſent : 
This Ordinance was Ratify'd by every in- 
dividual Perſon that was capable of ſo do- 
ing, and had attained to the years of Di 


ſcretion. . 
4132 = 
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1 could here give a large Deſcription 


of the particular Puniſhments inflicted on 


thoſe that oppreſs'd the Innocent, in thoſe 
primitive Times; but it is not material 
to my preſent purpoſe : Neither would [ 
undertake to preſcribe any Penalties in a 


Nation, where ſo many good Laws are 
already made againſt ſuch Offenders, were 


they duly put in Execution. 

To proceed, Theſe ancient Inhabitants of 
the World counted none fit for any Socie- 
ty, but ſuch as were upright in their Deal- 
ings, or maintainers of Equity: They 
were always content with what they en- 
Jjoy'd, and had no inclination to Covet 
their Neighbour's Subſtance: They eſteem- 
ed thoſe that were unjuſt in their Dealings, 


or broke their Promiles, altogether unfit 


for any Office or Place of Truſt; and were 
of opinion, that ſuch Men as knew not how 
to Govern their own Actions according 


to the Dictates of Reaſon, were uncapa- 


ble of guiding others in the Paths of Ju- 
ſtice and Equity. 
By uſing theſe neceſſary precautions, 


they made themſelves happy for ſeveral 


Ages; more eſpecially when under the 
Government of Prudent and Vertuous 
Kings and Magiſtrates, who us'd their ut- 
moſt endeavours to chuſe ſuch Perſons Fc 

alu 


(200 
aſſiſt them in the management of State-Af- 
fairs, as were duly qualified for ſo high 
à Station, that is to ſay, ſuch as were ca- 
1 pable to adviſe their Prince, in the making 
4 of wholfome Laws, and to inſtruct the 
A People how to Act according to the Rules 
of Morality. Thus we Read that ſome 
Kings, with the Conſent of their Sub jects, 
Ordain'd, that all Unjuſt Men ſhould be 
for ever Baniſhed from their Preſence and 
Proc For in thoſe days, ſuch good 
Laws were Enacted, as effectually put a ſtop 
to Oppreſſion, and cauſed Satisfaction to be 
ſpeedily given to the Injured Party. 

But as the World advanc'd in Age, the 
Inhabitants of it became greater Proficients 
in the Arts of Craft, and Diſhmulation, 
and Men began to over-reach one another 
by Subtil Devices: Inſomuch that theſe 
Politicians were by degrees advanced to 
Preferment, and Corrapted the Morals of 
their Princes:Whereupon the Scene of Af- 
fairs was ſoon changed; Peace and Plenty 
were turn d into Confuſion and Penury, 
and the People being excited to Rebellion, 
Depoſed their Kings, or put them to 
RT... . - 3 
Thus Thrones became vacant, and Sub- 
jects diſagreeing about State- Affairs, De- 
ſtroyed one another in great Numbers with 
| N mutual 
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mutual Slaughters; till at laſt being redu- 
ced to Extremity, they conſented to chooſe 
new Kings, and other Magiſtrates, with 
this Proviſoe, That they ſhould be oblig'd 
by Covenant, to maintain the Rights and 
Properties of their reſpective Subjects. 
Now it is obſervable, that whilſt thoſe 
Princes and Governors diſcharged the 
Truſt committed to them, by putting good 
Laws in Execution, and Aboliſhing ill 
Cuſtoms, more eſpecially, with reſpect to 
their Commerce, or Dealings, either at 
Home or Abroad; that then, and then 
only, both Princes and People were in a 
Flouriſhing and Happy Condition: So that 
it evidently appears, that whenſoever any 
Nation directed their Courſe in the unbi- 
aſsd paths of Juſtice, they enjoy d the 
advantages of Peace and Plenty; but on 
the contrary, when they deviated from 
them, they fell into moſt dreadful Cala- 
mities. : 

Hence it may be reaſonably concluded, 
that it is the true Intereſt of every Nation 
to aſpire to ſo Sublime a Vertue, which 
raiſes a decayed Common- wealth to a flou- 
riſhing State, and turns a company of Bar- 
barians into a regular and well-diſciplin'd 
Society. Therefore no conſiderate Man 
will ever ſuffer himſelf to run into thoſe ex- 

„ trees, 


. 
tremes which diſturb the Peace of his own 
Mind, and interrupt the publick Repoſe. 

Were the Natives of this Iſland ſo wiſe 
as to reſolve upon this ſingle Expedient, 
- and apply themſelves to the ſtrict obſerv- 
ing of this Noble Rule, viz. That no Man 
do another an injury, which he would decline. 
when offered to his own Perſon; if all our 
Learning and Knowledge would tend to 
this Center, theſe dull times of Trade 
would revive as t were out of a Lethargy, 
and our deſpairing thoughts would Bloom 
with hopes of Plenty: If we were once. 
erſwaded to raiſe our Actions from mean 
and bafe Deſigns, we ſhould ſoon refreſh 
our ſelves in ſtreams of Wealth. | 
Then Oppreſſion, Perjury and Wrong 
would deſert our Native Soil, and bid us 
all a final Farewell: Then we might cauſe 
the Levitical Law to be engraved in Golden 
Characters, on the Pillars of the Royal 
Exchange, where the grand affair of Trade 
is debated, and only read it, to put us in 
mind of what we actually practiſe, re- 
ceiving the ſame ſatisfaction, as Philip 
King of Spain, when his Page put him in re- 
membrance of what he perform d every 
day of his Life. When our exorbitant 
Paſſions are once circumſcribed within the 


bounds of this admirable Vertue, we ſhall 
launch 


. 

launch out into an Ocean of inexpreſſi- 
ble Delights; by which means we ſhall 
reſemble Adam, in the State of Innocence, 
and our Country will flouriſh like the 
Garden of Eden: Then we ſhall plainly 
diſcover the weakneſs of thoſe Men, who 
{et no Bounds to their inſatiable Deſires, 
and are ſo eager in the purſuit of Trea- 
ſures obtained by Injuſtice. 


I is not want, but Pride and Ambition 
that mates Men unjuſt. 


ts 


T cannot be denied, but that this great 


Fabrick of the Univerſe affords ma- 
ny Conveniences for the meaneſt Inhabi- 
tant that dwells therein, as Corn, Fruit, 
Herbs, Roots, Cc. with pleaſant Springs 
of retreſhing Water, ſufficient for the ſup- 
port of Humane Lite : So that what many 


alledge, that the Injuſtice they do, pro- 


ceeds not from their choice, but meer 


neceſſity, for the relief of Nature, is a 


vain, and frivolous Excuſe : For we muſt 
needs be throughly convinc'd , that all 
Robberies, Rapines and Frauds, take their 


riſe from an inſatiable deſire of gaining 
Wealth, for the defraying of thoſe idle 


Expences that are requiſite to gratifie our 
fooliſh Ambition. # BEY 
5 This 
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This Truth Was acknowledged by a 
certain perſon of Note, a little before 
his departure out of this World. © I ſtand 
©amaz'd (ſaid be) when | conſider with 
* my ſelf, how vain i have bcen in ſpend- 
ing ſixty Years, o purchate a large E- 
© ſtate by Injuſtice , and all to feed and 

© cloath this Body of mine with thote ſu- 
* pertiuitics | now abhor: Were | to live 
* a-new, I had rather ſpend an Age in 
„labour and coil, in an honeſt station; 
© cloathing this Body i in the meanelt Garb, 
* contenting my ſelf with the courſeſt 
*Food, quenching my Thirſt in Chry- 
© ftal Streams, retreſhing Nature with 
* fweet Repoſe in a Cottage; ſecure from 
Storms, and free from Envy , than to 
* live a Thouſand Years in my former 
* courſe of grinding the Poor. 

Thus we are very defirons to conceal 
our Crimes from the View of the World, 
as long as we continue in Health; 5 but 
are forced to lay them open, when we 
arrive within a few days Journey of the 
Grave: Nay, we often diſcover our 
Guilt in the flower of our Age; for there 
are many that ſhew their Fears, though 
none purſues ; as it is recorded of one 


who was very unjuſt to à certain aged 
Pertoi; 


_— (Jo 
Perſon, depriving him of his lawiul Poſ- 
ſeſſions, altho' his Treachery was not 
ſuſpected ; for all the blame was laid on 
another Innocent Man, till his own Con- 
feſſion brought him to Shame. 
could produce numerous Inſtances of 
the like nature, to demonſtrate how un- 
happy many make themſelves in this 
World by oppreſſing their Fellow-Crea- 
tures; but the time would fail me, and 
I. am obliged to bring this Article to a 
ſpeedy Concluſion. | 
Upon the whole, it behoves us all to be 
ſo circumſpect, as for the future to improve 
our Minds with ſuch Vertues as may make 
our days happy, whilſt we continue in 
health; that when our laſt hour a 
proaches, we may not be filled with any 
Horrours, or diſmal Apprehenſions that 
ariſe from a conſciouſneſs of having de- 
prived any Man of his Juſt Right, in any 
reſpect whatſoever. Let us often think 
upon the following Expreſſions, uttered by 
2 certain moral honeſt Man, in the midſt 
of his health, who declar d, That for the 
ſpace of thirty Vears laſt paſs d, he had 
neither wrong'd Man, Woman, or 
Child ; nor with his free conſent com- 
* mitted one ill Action in any reſpe& 
* whatſoever: He likewiſe added, he had 
nothing 


„„ 
nothing to diſcompote his Mind, or to 
© make him uneaſie; for he lived in Peace 


with his Neighbours, and had freed 


* himlelt from all thoſe ill Cuſtoms that 
might impair the health of his Body, or 
* diſturb the tranquillity of his Mind. 
Shall I(ſaid he) be unjuſt to another, and 


dijorder all my Faculties? By no means, I 


would proceed in my uſnal Courſe, if I had 


no other Motive to it, but the Content I en- 


joy in this IVorld, by jo doing. 


The Happineſs that proceeds from a good 


Reputation. 


F AM very ſenſible, that all the Trea- 


| fures of Hadi, and the Gold of Africa, 
are infinitely of too little value to coun- 
ter-ballance the loſs of a good Reputati- 
on; for we are then ſtripp'd of all that 
is moſt precious and comfortable to us in 
this World: It is much more to be va- 
lued than Crowns and Scepters; no Price 
can purchaſe ſo tranſcendent a jewel 


If we are oncedepriv'd of it, we loſe the 


favour and love of all wiſe and good Men, 


which ought to be prized in the higheſt 


degree; nay, we loſe the Peace and datiſ- 
faction of our own Minds. 


Therefore 


2 


Therefore if rhe purchaſe of ten Thon- 
ſand Talents of Gold and Silver at fo dear 
a rate, proves ſo ill a Bargain, what e- 
gregious Folly may be imputcd to my 
Conduct, who make ſo fatal an Exchange 
tor a tew inſignificant Trifles ! Indeed I 
know my ſelf to be in a mean Station, 


ud not poſſeſsd of large Revenues ; ne- 


yerthelels upon this Conſideration, Ell ne- 
ver beprevail'd with to fell my Reputa- 
tion at ſo low a Price as the moſt prodi- 
gious heap of Yellow Dirt that can be 
imagined. 

A good Name is as precious to me as 
any! Man that lives on Earth; what Folly 
then ſhould I diſcover, if by Injuſtice I 
make my ſelf odious in the ſight of the 
whole World! Let thoſe that enjoy the 
largeſt Revenucs, and are NMaſters of 
the greateſt Territories, ſweat , teil run 
and diſturb the Peace of their ou Con- 
ſciences, and all on purpoſe to loſeHfo 
rich a Pearl: For my part, ſince I am 


none of the World's Darlings, Til with- 


draw my felt from this Hurry and Noiſe ; 
and make it the great buſineſs of ny Lite, to 
inſure this Jewel of ineſtimable Value 

in my Voyage to the Grave. 
- Let who will acquire to themſi-lves the 
Reputation of being Wiſe, and Sagacious, 
** 
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by a diſcreet and ſpeedy diſpatch of ali 
their Affairs, I ſhould think my ſelf ſuf— 
ticiently happy, if Icould enjoy the Com- 
torts of Lite with an uninterrupted tran- 
quillity of Mind, without being harraſs'd 
by Scandal and Reproach : Then I ſhould 

not diſcompoſe my ſelf, when I behold 
the glittering Splendor, and numerous Re- 
tinue of the Proud and Unjuſt ; nor ye: 
repine, when they bathe themſelves in 
the Streams of delicious Pleaſures. 


The Onhappineſs that moſt Men lie under, 


by the Venom of a Lying, and Deceitful 


Tongue. 


Muſt readily acknowledge my Pen to 
F be too weak, and all my natural Facul- 
ties too dull in the Deſcription and Diſ- 
covery of all the Properties of a lying 
and deccitful Tongue. Nay, were I fo for- 
tunate as to be endued with all the Learn- 
ing, and Wiſdom that ever any Mortal 
Man attain'd to fince the Creation of the 
World; or were I obliged to treat only 
of this subject, from the Age of twenty, 


to that of eighty, writing as quick as the] 
Preſs could Print; notwithſtanding all] 


theſe Advantages, I ſhould fall as far ſhort 
of my Dcfign, as finite time does of E- 
ternit y. : It 


lick e 
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It is apparently too great a Work for 
Hamane Ability to accompliſh, ſo that all 


[can perform, will be but a ſhort Ac- 


count of the Miſerics, 2 by the 


Venom of luch a Lying and Slanderous 
Tongue. And indeed, this unruly Mem- 
ber 15 notoriouſly known to be the Source 
Of all Immoralitics; for, were all the 
numerous Aſſemblies of ' Mankind; that 
ow live, or ever did inhabit the Earth, 
and attained to the Age of thirty Years, 
to be raiſed out of their Graves to an- 
ſwer this one queſtion , whether they 
had done. wrong to themſelves and o- 
thers, or received Injuries by the blaſt 
of a Virulent Tongue? I cannot but per- 
{wade my ſelf, 
unanimoully agree to avouch the 
of the Affirmative Aſſertion. 5 
O deceitful Tongue, thou! faſt. done 
much more hurt than Fire or $wcrd , thy 


truth 


Malice and revenge has out- run the hear - 


of ſudden Paſſion! How oft haſt thou 
turned the World into Confuſion, and 


imbroiled Mankind with fatal Dis duſi- 


ons; diſturbing the tranquillity of : ub- 
and Communities! O 


thou talic ycophant, what recompence 


canſt thou make tor thoſe many Inno- 
cent Reputations thou haſt blaſted with- 


K 2 out 


that every one would ſoon 
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out the leaſt Provocation ! How often 
| haſt thou cajoled Men with the ſpecious 
Promiſes of thy Favours , and at the 
ſame time they have groan'd under the 
Burden of thy greateſt Fury? 


How frequently haſt thou allured them 


with Honour, and Preferment, and at the 
{ame time haſt prevented ſuch a rife, by 
the private Whiſpers of {ly Calumny | 
Thou haſt promiſed them Spacious Hou- 
ſes, fine Apartments, Cofters fill'd with 
Gold and Silver, Gorgeous Apparcl, de- 
licious Fare, with Muſick and Dancing, 
Maſquerades and Stage-plays, and many 
other Delights, when at the ſame time 


thou haſt purchaſed nothing for them, 


but Scenes of Miſery. 

It was an appoſite Expreſſion, uttered 
by a certain Malefactor at the place of 
Execution, There is no Truth in Man; and 
another ingenious Perſon, who had done 


much wrong by his deceitful and fawn- | 


ing Tongue, expreſſed himſelf to thoſe 
about him, to this Effe& : © O that Mon- 
* ſtrous Tongue of nine, that weed of 
©Deceit ! How often have I deluded o- 
© thers with falſe Promiſes, or blaſted their 
* Reputation; but now too late I find 


my {elf deceiv'd for ever! O that I had 


been dumb, or never opened my Lips 
tO)» 


1 


© to expreſs a Lye! O that the black- 
neſs of the Crime had terrified me, and 


ſtruck me ſilent; then no horror or a- 


* mazement, would now have ſeizd my 
* trembling Spirits; and then he cried with 
a loud voice, Oh! that I had hated a 
Lie, and ſpoke the Truth. 

Therefore a Slanderous Tongue may 
well be compared to the Fire of the Bot- 
tomleſs Pit always Burning,but never Con- 


| ſumed. O Monſtrous Weapon that ſepa- 


rates the moſt intimate Boſom-Friends, and 
draweſt a Croud of Diſgrace over the beſt 
of Men. Oh falſe Tongue, thon turneſt 
Smiles into Frowns, Calms into Storms, 
Love into Hatred, Riches into Poverty, 


and Joy into Sorrow. I cannot but la- 


ment, when I diſcern the Rocks on which 
multitudes of innocent Perſons have ſuffe- 
red Shipwrack,by the contrivance of that 
treacherous Pilot. 
am alſo often ſeiz'd with Grief, when 
I confider what pains ſome Men take, to 
Coin new Lies, on purpoſe to Ruin their 
Neighbours Reputation. Should I tell 
you how many Scandalous Aſperſions have 
been caſt on many Perſons of my Acquaint- 
ance, who to my certain knowledge, 
were clear from ſuch baſe imputations, in 
thought, word, and deed : Should I inform 
you 


VFW 
you how many I know have thick prating 
Tongues, that if they themſelves, or any 
other do but ſurmize any thing of ill a- 

gainſt a Man, they will ſoon avouch it 
Br a certain truth, tho at the ſame time 
there is nothing int, but what is the pro- 
duct of their own ſuſpicious Brain. 

Nay, ſhould I add, that many are ſo 
prone to Slander the moſt Innocent Per- 
ſons, that they take the greateſt delight 
imaginable in ſo Diabolical a Practice, be- 
ing very deſirous to make others appear as 
black ro the World, as their own Actions 
diſcover themſclves to be; ſhould I certi- 


fie you, how I have ſeen ſuch Monſters | 
running irom houſe to houſe, to vent their 
Spleen, and ſhoot their Fi tery Darts: Should | 


1 conduct you to hear the private whiſpers, 
with the greateſt charge to ſecreſie, that it 
may ſpread no farthcr, or ſhew you that 
in a few moments after, theſe miſchicvous 
Irps have ſounded the ſame Reports in 
the cars of others, till at laſt it is known 
by all, both far and near. 


Moreover, ſhould 1 give you a Clear | 


view of thoſe numerous Families, that 
have been reduc'd to extreme want and 
penury by a flanderous Tongue: Were I 
oblized to diſcover to you, how many 
baſe Spirits there are abroad; ſo that if 


any 


(3 1 
any Perſon have done amiſs in the leaſt 
degree, through inadvertancy, or a fad- 


den {urprize, chote treacherous Vipers have 


been ſo vile, as to magnine ſuch a Mote to 


che largeſt Beam: 

Were I to add, that many of theſe 
wretched Miſcreants have been fo auda- 
cious as to maintain their Lies by horrid 
Oaths, and Imprecations; Nay, {ome to 
my knowledee, nave for{worn themſelve 
to eſtabliſh a falſe R eport: To conclude, 
were I obliged to declare what I know of 
the Heats and Animoſities, the Miferies and 


Devaſtations, the Ruin and Deſtruction, 


that have been eccaffoned by that ungo- 
vernable Member, this little Tract would 


| well far bg ad its due Bounnds. 


Hence it may be reaſonably inferr'd, 
how unhappy we of this Nation are, for 
the want of ſuch Laws as may effectually 
reſtrain this growing Evil: Were e 
once to ſee that happy day, when a 1 honld 
be compe!! l to {per k the Truth, Or 
elſe to have their Tengues immedi zately 

red through, rpen every Offences a 
joy ful time ndeed. when all Men, with 
one confent, would freely declare the 


&. 
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Truth of their hearts and the intention 


of their Minds without any manner of 
Equivecation, or Reſcrve; or elſe hold 


N 4 their 
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their Peace, and conſider that Truth is not 
to be ſpoke at every ſeaſon : Then we 
might caſt our eyes abroad into the 
World, and fee thoſe black Clouds, 
that darken all our Actions, in Trade or 
otherwiſe, diſappear like a Morning-dew, | 
or an carly Miſt ; then that noble branch 
of Trade, in which this our Land may 
well be ſaid to ſurpaſs the reſt of Chriſten- 
dom would ſoon recover its former Gran- 
deur. Sn 


That Juſtice qualifies a Man for any Station 


that his Natural parts are capable of | 


Managing. 


7 Hen a Perſon is Juſt and Upright 

in Buying and Selling, and 1n all 
the reſt of his Dealings; methinks this 
_ admirable qualification makes him ſome- 
what more than a mcer Man. It renders 
him Generous, Noble, Grave, and full of 


Integrity; it mightily advances and im- 


proves the Glory and Excellency of all 
his Humane Faculties; it brings Peace to 
his Mind, Reputation to his Name, and 
often encreaſes his Store: For what is the 
Man but his Mind; what do's an airy Ti- 
tle ſignifie without good repnte; or what 
is the advantage of Riches unjuſtly heap'd 
up? 5 yy When 


(IF 

When a Man is free from Guile and 
Fraud, he becomes a publick Bleſſing to 
the Country, City, Corporation, or So- 
ciety to which he belongs; it qualifies 
him for any Imployment that his natural 


inclination leads him to: If his Diſcretion, 


Gravity and Quickneſs of apprehenſion be 
rematkable, he is: then fit for the Cabi- 


binet-Council of his Prince; otherwile, 
if his Morals be ſound, he is yet endued 


with ſufficient Qualifications for a Loyal 
Subject, a Juſt Dealer, a Good Neighbour, 
2 an Honeſt Man: Nay, he ſhines bright- 


er than the Stars in the Firmament, and 


reſembles the Rays of Light conveyed to 
the Center of a Burning-glaſs, and made 
reſplendent by their being united. 


A Perſon ſo qualified appears as amiable 


in the ſight of others, as pleaſant to him- 


- ſelf; for ſuch a Temper i improves his Ver- 


res, and makes him aim at the wiſeſt ends; 
it aboliſhes his Pride, allays the heat of 


his Paſſions, ſecares him from Reproach, 
delivers him from Trouble, clears his Scru- 


ples, vindicates his Innocencce, and in a 
word, redounds to his advantage in all 


ref pects. 


And indeed, without this Principle of 
Juſtice to all Mankind, we are altogether 


like a Body deſtitute of a Soul, a King that 


has 
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has no Subjects, a Nation without Laws, 
a Man void of Senſe, or TY without 


Bloſſoms. 


A Perſon Nefin d in his Mp Excells the 
moſt Sublime Wit, abſtraFed from Vertue, 


and makes himſelf trul Ha in this 
World n 


ET every Man Read this Eſſay of the 
FHappineſ of Man in the preſent 
World, as if he were arguing with his 
own Natural Reaſon, and expoſtulating : 
with himſelf as follows: 

Could 1 be aſſured, there were no Re- 
ward in the higheſt Regions, to Crown 
that Divine Ray implanted in the Mind of 
Man; or could I find means to avoid the 
endleſs duration of Anguiſh and Horrour ; 
or could I know for certain, that my Soul 
and Body ſhould. be annihilated at the 
moment of Death: Yet notwithſtanding 
all this, I would direct the whole courſe 
of my Life in this Mortal State, in the un- 
ent patlis of Truth and Juſtice, 

Are guileful dealings capable of afford- 
ing me any Satisfaction that can equal the 
Pleaſures of a Sedate Mind? If not, what 
falſe Deluſions are thoſe that tempt me to 
be, unjuſt? Can J take any delight in the 
ſharp FAKE: of perplexed thoughts, or 
ett in 
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in the dreadful Agonies of a wounded and 
gangreen'd Ce onſcience 5 
Henceforth let all unfair Proceedings 
be for cver baniſh'd from my moſt ſecret 
Imagination: 1 had much rather be con: 
tenc to want the Neceſſaries of Human 
Life, than by Fraud and Oppreſſion to 
make my ſelf obnoxious. to the Hue and 
Cry of diſtrciled Widows and Orphans. 
1 RY for ever {hut my Eyes againſt all 
immoral Practices; nay, cloſe them up in 
everlaſting Darkne6, rather than deprive 
them of the glorious Object of Juſtice. 
Upon this account I dent matter, what 
ſtraights and neccllities-a ſtrict obſervance 
of the Rules of Equity may expoſe me to, 
or whatever ſtorms may ovcrtake me in 
the diſcharge of ſo important a Duty. 
I'd be content to continue in a mean and 
diſconſolate Condition till the Hour of 
node rather than contract the guilt of 
woſing upon wy Innocent Neighbour. 
? woulc chuſę to become the Object of 


Scorn and Hatred among Men of om 


Morals, rather than incurr the diſpleaſure 


_of thoſe noble Patriots, who conſtantly 


Act according to the ſound Principles of 


uninterropted Juſtice. 

Are not theſe plain ard unqueſtionable 
Truths; are they not agreeable to the 
; Dictates 
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ſon? Then what makes the Inhabitants 
of England, ſo dull of apprehenſion with 
ribe# to this grand Affair, that ſuch in- 
vincible Proofs cannot rouſe and awake 
them? Surely it muſt needs be that they 
conclude an ill-gotten Eſtate to be of a 
longer duration, than one that is obtain'd 
by never ſo fair and lawſul means. 

I ſtand amaz d when I ſee Men degene- 
rate ſo far, as to act quite contrary to known 
Principles; nay, I can hardly perſwade 
my ſelf to believe, what my Eyes behold, 
or my Ears hear; eſpecially, when I con- 
fider, weat a knowing and apprehenſive 
Age we live in, where many are ſo clear- 
ſighted, that they can diſcern the Thoughts 
of a Man by his outward appearance : 

Nay, the natural Parts of ſome, are ſo 


tranſcendently admirable, that I have but 


an imperfect Idea of thoſe ſublime and 

nick Notions that are imprinted in their 
Minds; nevertheleſs, at the fame inſtant, 
yon may percetve theſe ſingular Qualifica- 
tions to be miſerably ſullied, and over- 
ſhadow'd by the black Vail of a covetous 
Humour; directing all their Wit and Sa- 
gacity o carry on mean and baſe De- 
bgns. 


Ho We 
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_ However, I am no admirer of ſuch Sub- 
til  Artifices and ſiniſter Practices; but 
on the contray , am deſirous to diſ- 
ingage my felt from any Purchace that 
is unfairly obtained. May I never expe- 
rimentally feel the dreadful Horrours 
and Convulſions that uſually ſeize on 
the Nerves of a Miſerable Wretch, when 
Death lies hovering over his pale Li ps: May 
I never Purchaſe Houſes or Lands, and im- 
poſe on them my own Name, by ſuch un- 
lawful means as may uſher in a Deluge of 
Amazement and Diftra&ion, when I am 
acting the laſt part on the Stage of this 
_ vain World: May I contract no Guilt in 
the time of my Health, that may turn to 
my Reproach, when I come within the 
confines -of the dark Regions of Death. 
When my Nobler Part is ready to bid 
an ultimate Farewell to this frail Taberna- 
cle of moultring Clay, may no Terrours 
oppreſs my drooping Spirits, and trem- 


bling Nerves: When this living T E 


of my Body ſhall fall to decay, May 
I never beſo unhappy in my laſt Extremi- 
ty, as to wiſh, I had done thoſe —_ 
which I never had any inclination to 
form; and to have left undone all oſs 
Adds of Injuſtice that I have committed in 
the whole Courſe cf my Lite : 
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about my future State diſcompoſe he le. 


datenets of my Mind, when the Cold 
Sweats and Convulſive Agonies of Death 


hall diſſolve this Clod "of Earth; fil! d 


with Dying Groans and Lamentable” 
Shrieks: May the Actions of every mo- 


ment of my Time be ſo inoffenſive, that! 


may not be ſtartled at the Summons of the 
King of Terrours, nor even at that very 
inſtant when the Eyc-{tzings ſhall break, 
the Jaws fall, the motions of the Animal 
Spirits ceaſe, and the Soul juſt ready to 


take its ga into. the unknown Re- 


gions. 
TO conclude, may I demean my ſelf 


ſo circumſpectly in every particular, during 


my abode in this Valley of Tears, that 
when my Body ſhall fall a Victim to the 


Mercileſs ſtroak of Death, and become a 
lifeles lamp of Clay; no injured Perſons 


may attend my Funeral, nor make my 
Name odious to Poſterity, when I am In- 
terr d in the Tomb of Mournful Silence. 
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